Matthew 8:5-17 - Jesus Heals People Near and Far

5 When Jesus returned to Capernaum, a Roman officer came and pleaded
with him, 6 “Lord, my young servant lies in bed, paralyzed and in terrible
pain.”

7 Jesus said, “l will come and heal him.”

8 But the officer said, “Lord, | am not worthy to have you come into my
home. Just say the word from where you are, and my servant will be
healed. 9 | know this because | am under the authority of my superior
officers, and | have authority over my soldiers. | only need to say, ‘Go,” and
they go, or ‘Come,’ and they come. And if | say to my slaves, ‘Do this,’ they
do it.”

10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed. Turning to those who were
following him, he said, “l tell you the truth, | haven’t seen faith like this in all
Israel! 11 And | tell you this, that many Gentiles will come from all over the
world—from east and west—and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
at the feast in the Kingdom of Heaven. 12 But many Israelites—those for
whom the Kingdom was prepared—will be thrown into outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

13 Then Jesus said to the Roman officer, “Go back home. Because you
believed, it has happened.” And the young servant was healed that same
hour.

14 When Jesus arrived at Peter’s house, Peter’s mother-in-law was sick in
bed with a high fever. 15 But when Jesus touched her hand, the fever left
her. Then she got up and prepared a meal for him.

16 That evening many demon-possessed people were brought to Jesus.
He cast out the evil spirits with a simple command, and he healed all the
sick. 17 This fulfilled the word of the Lord through the prophet Isaiah, who
said,

“He took our sicknesses
and removed our diseases.”



Personal Bible Study - Matthew 8:5-17

Read Verses 5-7 - As a first-century Jewish man, that Jesus would talk to a Roman official
was a bit surprising. Roman was the empire that occupied his country, and they weren’t
particularly kind to Jewish people. If a Roman official needed help, most Jews of Jesus’s
day would be pleased to ignore their trouble rather than help them. Jesus not only talks to
this man, but seems pleased to help him.

« Do you ever wonder if you’re good enough/important enough/respectable enough for
Jesus to care about you? What does this interaction tell you about how to expect Jesus
to treat you?

Read Verses 8-9 - The Roman official recognizes authority when he sees it. In effect, this
man is calling Jesus a King. He says he knows the way Jesus heals is similar to how he
functions in his role in the Roman government. He has somehow figured out that Jesus is
King in a way that he controls creation in the same way that he himself controls his
servants.

« What do you think it was about the way that Jesus acted that convinced this powerful
man that Jesus had the kind of authority and power to do what he was asking Jesus to
do?

« If this man was right, then Jesus is the king of all creation. People who know about a
king but don’t submit to him are rebels. What do you need to do with your life to put
yourself under his authority?

Read Verses 10-13 - Jesus sees immediately that this man has recognized something
about him that even many of his friends have not yet seen: that God is working through
Jesus as a man with authority over sickness, death, nature, the elements, and so on. While
a Roman pagan would have no reason to know much about God’s Messiah, that’s a very
good description of who and what the Messiah is. Jesus admires the man’s insight and
does for him what he has asked for. Even from a great distance, Jesus has authority over
the servant’s sickness.

« Not many people impressed Jesus the way that this man did. Why do you think Jesus
was so moved by this Roman official’s trust?

« How do you think Jesus would respond to the way that you think about him? Would he
be impressed? Offended? Surprised? Disappointed? Pleased?

Read Verses 14-17 - After such an impressive miracle (healing a person he’s not even
with), Matthew tells us that this kind of thing just went on and on. He heals his friend
Peter’s mother-in-law, and then spends that evening casting out demons and healing a
town full of sick people. Matthew wants us to know that being with Jesus was just like that
- wherever he went, he made people’s lives better.

« When the people of that town realized that Jesus was nearby, they brought their
problems to him, whether it was sickness or evil spirits. Why do you think they did that?

« Do you think Jesus still makes a difference in people’s lives? Has Jesus made your life
better?



Mateo 8:5-17

5 Al entrar Jesus en Capernaum, se acerco a él un centuriéon
pidiendo ayuda:

6 —Sefor, mi siervo esta postrado en casa con paralisis y sufre
terriblemente.

7 —Iré a sanarlo —respondié Jesus.
8 El centuridn contesto:

—Sefor, no merezco que entres bajo mi techo. Pero basta con que
digas una sola palabra y mi siervo quedara sano. 9 Porque yo
mismo soy un hombre sujeto a érdenes superiores y, ademas,
tengo soldados bajo mi autoridad. Le digo a uno “ve” y va; y al otro,
“ven” y viene. Le digo a mi siervo “haz esto” y lo hace.

10 Al oir esto, Jesus se asombrd y dijo a quienes lo seguian:

—Les aseguro que no he encontrado en Israel a nadie que tenga
tanta fe. 11 Les digo que muchos vendran del oriente y del
occidente, y participaran en el banquete con Abraham, Isaac y
Jacob en el reino de los cielos. 12 Pero a los subditos del reino se
les echara afuera, a la oscuridad, donde habra llanto y crujir de
dientes.

13 Luego Jesus dijo al centurion:
—iVe! Que todo suceda tal como has creido.
Y en esa misma hora aquel siervo quedd sano.

14 Cuando Jesus entré en casa de Pedro, vio a la suegra de este
en cama con fiebre. 15 El le tocd la mano y la fiebre se le quito;
luego ella se levanté y comenzo a servirle.

16 Al atardecer, le llevaron muchos endemoniados; con una sola
palabra expulsé a los espiritus y sand a todos los

enfermos. 17 Esto sucedid para que se cumpliera lo dicho por el
profeta Isaias:

«El cargd con nuestras enfermedades
y soportd nuestros dolores».



Estudio Biblico Personal - Mateo 8:5-17

Lee los versiculos 5-7 — Jesus era un hombre judio del primer siglo. Por eso, era un poco
sorprendente que hablara con un oficial romano. Roma era el imperio que ocupaba su palis, y
los romanos no siempre trataban bien a los judios. Si un oficial romano tenia problemas,
muchos judios de la época de Jesus probablemente habrian estado contentos de ignorarlo en
lugar de ayudarlo. Pero Jesus no solo habla con este hombre, sino que parece dispuesto a
ayudarlo.

+ ¢ Alguna vez te has preguntado si eres lo suficientemente bueno, importante o respetable
para que Jesus se interese por ti? ¢ Qué te ensefa esta historia sobre la manera en que
Jesus te trataria?

Lee los versiculos 8-9 — El oficial romano reconoce la autoridad cuando la ve. En cierto
sentido, esta llamando a Jesus un Rey. Dice que entiende como funciona la autoridad porque
él mismo tiene autoridad en el gobierno romano. Ha llegado a comprender que Jesus tiene
autoridad sobre la creacion de una manera parecida a la que él tiene autoridad sobre sus
siervos.

« ¢ Qué crees que vio este hombre en JesUs que lo convencié de que tenia el poder y la
autoridad para hacer lo que le estaba pidiendo?

- Si este hombre tenia razén, entonces Jesus es el Rey de toda la creacion. Las personas
que saben quién es el Rey pero no se someten a su autoridad son rebeldes. ;Qué
necesitas hacer en tu vida para ponerte bajo la autoridad de Jesus?

Lee los versiculos 10-13 - Jesus ve de inmediato que este hombre ha entendido algo acerca
de El que incluso muchos de sus amigos todavia no habian comprendido: que Dios estaba
obrando por medio de Jesus y que El tenia autoridad sobre la enfermedad, la muerte, la
naturaleza y muchas otras cosas. Aunque este romano no tenia muchas razones para conocer
al Mesias prometido por Dios, su descripcion de Jesus era muy acertada. Jesus admira la fe y
la comprension de este hombre, y hace lo que le ha pedido. Aun estando lejos, Jesus tiene
autoridad sobre la enfermedad del siervo.

- No muchas personas impresionaron a Jesus de la manera en que este hombre lo hizo.
¢ Por qué crees que JesuUs quedod tan impresionado por la confianza de este oficial romano?

. ¢ Cémo crees que responderia JesUs a la manera en que tu piensas acerca de EI? ¢ Estaria
impresionado? ¢ Sorprendido? ¢ Triste? ; Contento?

Lee los versiculos 14-17 — Después de un milagro tan impresionante (sanar a una persona sin
siquiera estar presente con ella), Mateo nos muestra que cosas asi sucedian una y otra vez.
JesUs sana a la suegra de su amigo Pedro y luego pasa la tarde expulsando demonios y
sanando a muchas personas enfermas. Mateo quiere que entendamos que estar con Jesus era
asi: dondequiera que iba, mejoraba la vida de las personas.

- Cuando la gente de aquella ciudad supo que JesUs estaba cerca, le llevaron sus
problemas, ya fueran enfermedades o espiritus malos. ¢Por qué crees que hicieron eso?

- ¢Crees que Jesus todavia hace una diferencia en la vida de las personas? ¢Ha hecho
Jesus tu vida mejor?



