Matthew 9:23-34
Jesus, a Dead Girl, Two Blind Men, and a Demon

23 When Jesus arrived at the official’s home, he saw the noisy
crowd and heard the funeral music. 24 “Get out!” he told

them. “The girl isn’t dead; she’s only asleep.” But the crowd
laughed at him. 25 After the crowd was put outside, however,
Jesus went in and took the girl by the hand, and she stood

up! 26 The report of this miracle swept through the entire
countryside.

27 After Jesus left the girl’'s home, two blind men followed along
behind him, shouting, “Son of David, have mercy on us!”

28 They went right into the house where he was staying, and
Jesus asked them, “Do you believe | can make you see?”

“Yes, Lord,” they told him, “we do.”

29 Then he touched their eyes and said, “Because of your faith, it
will happen.” 30 Then their eyes were opened, and they could
see! Jesus sternly warned them, “Don’t tell anyone about

this.” 31 But instead, they went out and spread his fame all over
the region.

32 When they left, a demon-possessed man who couldn’t speak
was brought to Jesus. 33 So Jesus cast out the demon, and then
the man began to speak. The crowds were amazed. “Nothing like
this has ever happened in Israel!” they exclaimed.

34 But the Pharisees said, “He can cast out demons because he
is empowered by the prince of demons.”



Personal Bible Study - Matthew 9:23-34

Read Matthew 9:23-26 - This would be a tragic scene without Jesus - a little girl who (just 12
years old) lies dead when he arrives. The funeral traditions of the Middle East would require a
crowd of people to mourn - wailing, tearing clothing, playing sad music. This would all be to
help the family process the horror of the loss. Jesus interrupts, and after they laugh at him
because they know good and well the girl is dead, he raises her from death. Because of the
crowd, there would be a lot of withesses to spread the news.

. This is a situation where no one can realistically do anything to help. Jesus helps anyway,
because this father invited him into his impossible situation.

- Have you ever been in a situation that you thought was beyond fixing? How does this story
challenge you to believe God can help you no matter what you face?

Read Matthew 9:23-26 - Matthew links this story to the last one - Jesus leaves one desperate
situation only to be invited into another. Two blind men approach him, calling him Son of David.
That’s a way of saying that they believe he is the Messiah. Rather than just healing them, Jesus
has a conversation with them about what they believe - can he do this?

. Jesus didn’t usually ask people if they believed he could heal them before he healed them.
Why do you think he chose to do that here? What was he trying to get them to think about
before he acted?

- Do you believe that Jesus is able to help you? Do you trust him?

Read Matthew 9:27-31 - Jesus tells them that because they trust him, he will do this for them.
He knows that if they talk about it, people will swarm him, and they may get the idea that
healing is more important than his true mission, so he tells the healed me not to talk about it.
But they don’t obey that - they tell everyone about the healing.

- How is it important for me to believe that God can help me? Do you think that my believing
that God can help me ever contributes to God being willing to help?

- The men in this story were disobedient - they did the very thing Jesus told them not to do.
How does it hurt my life if | do that? If I'm disobeying the commandments of Jesus, does
that matter?

Read Matthew 9:32-33 - A third miracle story happens in this passage: Jesus casts out a
demon from a demoniac, so that the demon no longer prevents him from being able to talk. Yet
again, news about it spreads, and people are amazed!

. Think about the three miracles you've read about here: a dead girl raised to life, two blind
men given their sight, and a mute demoniac set free from the oppressive demon. Which
impresses you the most? Which of them seems most significant to you in your life right
now?

. If Jesus can do these things, do you think he can help you?

Read Matthew 9:34 - Some people just don’t want to believe in Jesus or that Jesus can do
anything truly good. The truth of Jesus goodness is on display over and over again, but some
people refuse to see it and call him evil, saying he only does impressive things because the
devil helps him do them.

- Have you ever met anyone who was irrationally hostile to Jesus? Why do you think anyone
would be like that?

- How much evidence do you think is necessary before you will give your belief and trust to
Jesus?



Mateo 9:23-34
Jesus, una chica muerta, dos hombres ciegos y un demonio

23 Cuando Jesus entr6 en la casa del dirigente y vio a los flautistas y el
alboroto de la gente, 24 dijo:

—Vayanse. La nifia no esta muerta, sino dormida.

Entonces empezaron a burlarse de él. 25 Cuando se les hizo salir, entr6 él,
tomo de la mano a la nifia y esta se levant6. 26 La noticia se divulgo por
toda aquella region.

27 Al irse Jesus de alli, dos ciegos lo siguieron, gritandole:

—ijTen compasion de nosotros, Hijo de David!

28 Cuando entr6 en la casa, se acercaron los ciegos y él les pregunté:
—¢,Creen que puedo sanarlos?

—Si, Senor —respondieron.

29 Entonces tocé sus ojos y dijo:

—Que se haga con ustedes conforme a su fe.

30 Y recobraron la vista. Jesus les advirtié con firmeza:

—Asegurense de que nadie se entere de esto.

31 Pero ellos salieron para divulgar por toda aquella region la noticia
acerca de Jesus.

32 Mientras ellos salian, le llevaron un mudo endemoniado. 33 Asi que
Jesus expuls6 al demonio y el que habia estado mudo hablé. La gente
quedd asombrada y decia: «Jamas se ha visto nada igual en Israel».

34 Pero los fariseos decian: «Este expulsa a los demonios por medio del
principe de los demonios».



Estudio Biblico Personal - Mateo 9:23-34

Lee Mateo 9:23-26 - Esta seria una escena muy triste si Jesus no estuviera alli. Cuando llega,
una nifia de apenas doce afios ya ha muerto. Segun las costumbres funerarias del Medio
Oriente, habia muchas personas reunidas para llorar: se lamentaban en voz alta, rasgaban sus
ropas y tocaban musica triste. Todo esto ayudaba a la familia a enfrentar el dolor de la pérdida.
Jesus interrumpe el funeral. La gente se rie de él porque saben que la nifa esta muerta. Pero
Jesus la devuelve a la vida. Como habia mucha gente presente, hubo muchos testigos que
pudieron contar lo sucedido.

- Esta era una situacion en la que nadie podia hacer nada para ayudar. Sin embargo, Jesus
ayudd porqgue el padre de la nifia lo invitd a entrar en su situacién imposible.

- ¢Alguna vez has estado en una situacién que parecia imposible de arreglar? ;Coémo te
desafia esta historia a creer que Dios puede ayudarte sin importar lo que estés
enfrentando?

Lee Mateo 9:27-31 - Mateo conecta esta historia con la anterior. Jesus sale de una situacién
desesperada y enseguida es invitado a otra. Dos hombres ciegos se acercan a él llamandolo
“Hijo de David”. Esa era una forma de decir que creian que él era el Mesias. En lugar de
sanarlos inmediatamente, JesUs conversa con ellos acerca de lo que creen. Les pregunta si
creen que él puede hacer lo que estan pidiendo.

- Jesus normalmente no preguntaba a las personas si creian que podia sanarlas antes de
hacerlo. ¢ Por qué crees que lo hizo en este caso? ¢ Sobre qué queria que pensaran antes
de actuar?

« ¢Crees que JesUs puede ayudarte? ¢Confias en él?

Lee Mateo 9:27-31 - JesUs les dice que, debido a su confianza en él, hara lo que piden. El
sabe que si la noticia se extiende, las multitudes lo rodearan y podrian pensar que los milagros
son mas importantes que su verdadera mision. Por eso les ordena que no hablen de lo
ocurrido. Pero ellos no obedecen. Van y cuentan a todos acerca de su sanidad.

- ¢Por qué es importante creer que Dios puede ayudarme? ;Piensas que mi fe puede influir
en la disposicion de Dios para ayudarme?

- Los hombres de esta historia desobedecieron. Hicieron exactamente lo que Jesus les dijo
que no hicieran. ; Como perjudica mi vida cuando hago eso? Si estoy desobedeciendo los
mandamientos de Jesus, ¢realmente importa?

Lee Mateo 9:32-33 - En este pasaje ocurre un tercer milagro. Jesus expulsa un demonio de un
hombre que no podia hablar. Cuando el demonio sale, el hombre recupera la capacidad de
hablar. Una vez mas, la noticia se difunde y la gente queda asombrada. Piensa en los tres
milagros que has leido: una nifia muerta vuelve a la vida, dos hombres ciegos reciben la vista y
un hombre es liberado de un demonio que le impedia hablar.

« ¢ Cudl de estos milagros te impresiona mas? ¢ Cual parece mas significativo para tu vida en
este momento?

- Si JesUs puede hacer estas cosas, ¢ crees que puede ayudarte a ti también?

Lee Mateo 9:34 - Algunas personas simplemente no quieren creer en Jesus ni reconocer que
él puede hacer algo verdaderamente bueno. La bondad de JesuUs se muestra unay otra vez,
pero algunos se niegan a verla. En lugar de aceptar la verdad, lo llaman malo y dicen que hace
milagros porque el diablo le da poder para hacerlos.

- ¢Has conocido a alguien que fuera irracionalmente hostil hacia Jesus? ¢Por qué crees que
una persona podria reaccionar de esa manera?

- ¢Cuanta evidencia crees que necesitas antes de entregar tu fe y tu confianza a Jesus?



