Matthew 14:13-21—Jesus Feeds Five Thousand

10 So John was beheaded in the prison, 11 and his head was
brought on a tray and given to the girl, who took it to her
mother. 12 Later, John’s disciples came for his body and
buried it. Then they went and told Jesus what had happened.

13 As soon as Jesus heard the news, he left in a boat to a
remote area to be alone. But the crowds heard where he was
headed and followed on foot from many towns. 14 Jesus saw
the huge crowd as he stepped from the boat, and he had
compassion on them and healed their sick.

15 That evening the disciples came to him and said, “This is a
remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds
away so they can go to the villages and buy food for
themselves.”

16 But Jesus said, “That isn’t necessary—you feed them.”

17 “But we have only five loaves of bread and two fish!” they
answered.

18 “Bring them here,” he said. 19 Then he told the people to
sit down on the grass. Jesus took the five loaves and two fish,
looked up toward heaven, and blessed them. Then, breaking
the loaves into pieces, he gave the bread to the disciples, who
distributed it to the people. 20 They all ate as much as they
wanted, and afterward, the disciples picked up twelve baskets
of leftovers. 21 About 5,000 men were fed that day, in addition
to all the women and children!



Personal Bible Study - Matthew 14:10-21

Read Matthew 14:10-14. The chapter begins with Jesus suffering what would have been a
pretty devastating personal loss - the death of his cousin and partner in ministry, John the
Baptist. The graphic treatment of John’s body is meant to shock us - it’s horrific what people
can do to one another. No wonder that Jesus wanted to get away to be alone. But the people
(who had nothing to do with John’s murder) longed to be with Jesus, and they chased him.
When you consider his own pain and sorrow, Jesus prioritizing the crowds is particularly
impressive; he wanted refuge and retreat, but they needed him, and he loved them more than
he wanted his own needs met.

« Have you ever been in a season where you really wanted to be alone, but someone
else’s needs meant you had to give up rest to care for them? What did that cost
you?

« If Jesus did this then for them, do you think he still does it now for you?

Read Matthew 14:15. The disciples are standing there with Jesus, whom by this time they
have already seen do many great miracles. But when they see a problem, they assume that the
problem cannot be fixed. They say, ‘send them away,’ rather than, ‘how should we feed them?’
They just cannot imagine that Jesus can possibly solve this problem any way except for the
one they came up with. One of the biggest faith struggles we have is that Jesus can do a lot
more than we expect him to do, or even imagine that he can do.

« Do you think that the limits of your imagination ever cause you to place limits on
what God might be able to accomplish?

- Do you ever have a kind of doubt that isn’t so much active disbelief, but a passive
inability to imagine that God can or will do anything about your struggles?

Read Matthew 14:16-18. Jesus rejects their plan and tells them to give them food. They point
out to Jesus their limited resources - not only do they not have enough food for the huge
crowd, but they don’t even have enough for themselves! Jesus, undisturbed, tells them to bring
him what they have. In a hopeless situation where there just isn’t enough to go around, Jesus
will always tell us to give what we have to him and see what he does with it.

- When you face a situation with limited resources, do you complain about what you
lack, or do you give what you have to Christ? Which do you think most
characterizes the way you respond to limited resources?

Read Matthew 14:19-21. Once they have given what they have to him, Jesus takes control of
the situation. He has the people sit down in an organized way so that he can take care of them.
Then he prays to bless the food and begins to distribute it. Not only do they not run out of food
as early as they should, but they don’t run out at all. All of the people (about 5,000 men, plus
women and kids, so maybe as much as 10,000 people) ate all they wanted, and there were
even leftovers. When we give our resources to Jesus, he can accomplish a lot more than we
can dream.

«  When have you been in a situation where Jesus surprised you by doing a lot more
than you were expecting?

« Have you ever been in a time when Jesus wanted you to do something, and you
knew you didn’t have the talents, skills, and/or resources to do it?
« If you tried to do it anyway because you believed that Jesus wanted you to
do it, how did it turn out?
« If you didn’t try because of your fear, how do you think it might have gone if
you’d given it a go?



Mateo 14:10-21 - Jesus alimenta a cinco mil

10 Asi fue que decapitaron a Juan en la prision, 11 trajeron su
cabeza en una bandeja y se la dieron a la joven, quien se la llevo a
su madre. 12 Después, los discipulos de Juan llegaron a buscar su
cuerpo y lo enterraron. Luego fueron a contarle a Jesus lo que
habia sucedido.

13 En cuanto Jesus escucho la noticia, salidé en una barca a un
lugar alejado para estar a solas; pero las multitudes oyeron hacia
donde se dirigia y lo siguieron a pie desde muchas

ciudades. 14 Cuando Jesus bajo de la barca, vio a la gran multitud,
tuvo compasiéon de ellos y sané a los enfermos.

15 Esa tarde, los discipulos se le acercaron y le dijeron:

—Este es un lugar alejado y ya se esta haciendo tarde. Despide a
las multitudes para que puedan ir a las aldeas a comprarse comida.

16 Jesus les dijo:
—Eso no es necesario; denles ustedes de comer.

17 —jPero lo Unico que tenemos son cinco panes y dos pescados!
—le respondieron.

18 —Traiganlos aqui—dijo Jesus.

19 Luego le dijo a la gente que se sentara sobre la hierba. Jesus
tomo los cinco panes y los dos pescados, mird hacia el cielo y los
bendijo. Después partié los panes en trozos y se los dio a sus
discipulos, quienes los distribuyeron entre la gente. 20 Todos
comieron cuanto quisieron, y después los discipulos juntaron doce
canastas con lo que sobrd. 21 Aquel dia, junos cinco mil hombres
se alimentaron, ademas de las mujeres y los ninos!



Estudio Biblico Personal - Mateo 14:10-21

Lee Mateo 14:10-14. El capitulo comienza con Jesus sufriendo lo que habria sido una pérdida
personal muy devastadora: la muerte de su primo y compariero de ministerio, Juan el Bautista.
El trato tan grafico del cuerpo de Juan tiene la intencidon de impactarnos; es horrible lo que las
personas pueden hacerse unas a otras. No es de extraiar que JesUs quisiera alejarse para
estar solo. Pero la gente (que no tuvo nada que ver con el asesinato de Juan) anhelaba estar
con Jesus, y lo persiguieron. Al considerar su propio dolor y tristeza, resulta especialmente
impresionante que Jesus priorizara a las multitudes; él queria refugio y retiro, pero ellos lo
necesitaban, y los amé mas de lo que queria que se satisficieran sus propias necesidades.

»  ¢Alguna vez has pasado por una temporada en la que realmente querias estar solo,
pero las necesidades de otra persona te obligaron a renunciar a tu descanso para
cuidarla? ¢Qué te cost6 eso?

»  SiJesus hizo esto por ellos entonces, ¢,crees que todavia lo hace por ti ahora?

Lee Mateo 14:15. Los discipulos estan ahi, parados junto a Jesus, a quien para ese momento
ya han visto hacer muchos grandes milagros. Pero cuando ven un problema, suponen que no
se puede resolver. Dicen: "despidelos", en lugar de ";cémo deberiamos alimentarlos?".
Simplemente no pueden imaginar que Jesus pueda resolver este problema de ninguna otra
manera que no sea la que ellos mismos propusieron. Una de las mayores luchas de fe que
tenemos es que Jesus puede hacer mucho mas de lo que esperamos, o incluso de lo que
imaginamos que puede hacer.

» ;Crees que los limites de tu imaginacién alguna vez hacen que le pongas limites a lo
que Dios podria lograr?

*  ¢Alguna vez tienes un tipo de duda que no es tanto incredulidad activa, sino mas bien
una incapacidad pasiva para imaginar que Dios pueda o quiera hacer algo con tus
luchas?

Lee Mateo 14:16-18. JesuUs rechaza su plan y les dice que les den de comer. Ellos le sefialan a
Jesus sus recursos limitados: no solo no tienen suficiente comida para la enorme multitud,
isino que ni siquiera tienen suficiente para ellos mismos! Jesus, sin inmutarse, les dice que le
traigan lo que tienen. En una situacion desesperada donde simplemente no hay suficiente para
todos, Jesus siempre nos dird que le demos lo que tenemos y veamos qué hace con ello.

» Cuando enfrentas una situacién con recursos limitados, ¢te quejas de lo que te falta, o
le das a Cristo lo que tienes? ;Cual crees que caracteriza mejor la forma en que
respondes ante los recursos limitados?

Lee Mateo 14:19-21. Una vez que le han dado lo que tienen, Jesus toma el control de la
situacion. Hace que la gente se siente de manera ordenada para poder atenderlos. Luego ora
para bendecir la comida y comienza a repartirla. No solo no se quedan sin comida tan pronto
como deberia suceder, sino que no se quedan sin comida en absoluto. Toda la gente (unos
5,000 hombres, mas mujeres y nifios, asi que tal vez hasta 10,000 personas) comio6 todo lo que
quiso, e incluso sobré comida. Cuando le damos nuestros recursos a Jesus, él puede lograr
mucho mas de lo que podemos sofiar.

«  ;Cuando has estado en una situacion en la que Jesus te sorprendié haciendo mucho
mas de lo que esperabas?

»  ¢Alguna vez has estado en un momento en que Jesus queria que hicieras algo, y sabias
que no tenias el talento, las habilidades y/o los recursos para hacerlo?

o Silo intentaste de todos modos porque creias que JesUs queria que lo hicieras,
¢,como resulto?

o Sino lo intentaste por miedo, ¢cémo crees que habria resultado si lo hubieras
intentado?



