Mark 9:14-29 - Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Boy

14 When they returned to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd
surrounding them, and some teachers of religious law were arguing with
them. 15 When the crowd saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with awe, and
they ran to greet him.

16 “What is all this arguing about?” Jesus asked.

17 One of the men in the crowd spoke up and said, “Teacher, | brought my son
so you could heal him. He is possessed by an evil spirit that won’t let him

talk. 18 And whenever this spirit seizes him, it throws him violently to the
ground. Then he foams at the mouth and grinds his teeth and becomes

rigid. So | asked your disciples to cast out the evil spirit, but they couldn’t do it.”

19 Jesus said to them, “You faithless people! How long must | be with you?
How long must | put up with you? Bring the boy to me.”

20 So they brought the boy. But when the evil spirit saw Jesus, it threw the
child into a violent convulsion, and he fell to the ground, writhing and foaming
at the mouth.

21 “How long has this been happening?” Jesus asked the boy’s father.

He replied, “Since he was a little boy. 22 The spirit often throws him into the
fire or into water, trying to kill him. Have mercy on us and help us, if you can.”

23 “What do you mean, ‘If | can’?” Jesus asked. “Anything is possible if a
person believes.”

24 The father instantly cried out, “I do believe, but help me overcome my
unbelief!”

25 When Jesus saw that the crowd of onlookers was growing, he rebuked the
evil spirit. “Listen, you spirit that makes this boy unable to hear and speak,” he
said. “I command you to come out of this child and never enter him again!”

26 Then the spirit screamed and threw the boy into another violent convulsion
and left him. The boy appeared to be dead. A murmur ran through the crowd
as people said, “He’s dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and helped
him to his feet, and he stood up.

28 Afterward, when Jesus was alone in the house with his disciples, they
asked him, “Why couldn’t we cast out that evil spirit?”

29 Jesus replied, “This kind can be cast out only by prayer.”



Personal Bible Study - Mark 9:14-29

Read Mark 9:14-18 - When this story begins, Jesus has taken a few of his closest friends to
have a special experience with him, but now they have returned. They find the rest of his
friends arguing with the religious leaders. Jesus investigates, and a man comes forward to
explain the terrible suffering of his son as the result of a spiritual possession. The boy is unable
to speak because of the evil spirit, and he has what sounds like epileptic seizures.

« Our culture generally doesn’t have a category for demonic possession, and we would be
likely to dismiss this story as the unenlightened beliefs of primitive people. We do have
categories for epilepsy and mental problems. Into what category do you think this boy’s
experience actually fits? Was there something spiritual happening, or was it really mental
and physical problems?

- How does the way you answer those questions shape how you read the Bible? Which has
greater authority in determining what you believe is real: the Bible or your culture?

Read Mark 9:19 - Jesus expresses real frustration with the whole group of people that are
gathered around and arguing about what to do about the demon. This apparent lack of
patience often surprises people, because they don’t expect Jesus to express frustration. Jesus
is actually standing in a long line of prophets (Moses, Isaiah, Ezekiel) who have used frustration
to point out that the people of God are dramatically off course and call them back. Jesus is
pointing out that his disciples and the religious leaders are badly off track.

. Do you think it would change your behavior if you heard Jesus was frustrated with you? Do
you think he ever is frustrated because you don’t trust him? What can you do about it?

Read Mark 9:20-24 - The interaction that happens now is between the demon, the father, and
Jesus. It’s important to remember that the demon is actively hurting the man’s son when he
expresses his struggle with faith; this isn’t like the religious leaders and the disciples of Jesus
arguing about how to deal with demons, but a man actively watching his child suffer. The man
cries out with hope and doubt mixed together: if you can, help us! Jesus pushes against the
doubt to encourage faith in God: everything is possible if you believe! The man replies exactly
as he should: both trust and a cry for help with his doubts. While all around Jesus, people are
failing this man, this man expresses the struggle of trust and doubt perfectly.

- What is it like for you to struggle with hope, trust, and doubt? If you are following Jesus,
when you started doing that, did you expect this struggle to continue? How do you deal
with it when it’s going on inside you?

. Do you believe Jesus that anything is possible for a person who believes? Is he
exaggerating, or do you think he genuinely means that?

Read Mark 9:25-27 - Jesus often drives out evil spirits, and they simply go - we don’t hear
anything about it being hard on the person who is set free from the evil spirit. This time, the
spirit gives one last attack before being driven away. People believe it has killed the boy, but
Jesus lifts him to his feet.

. Imagine you are the boy’s father. What would it be like to hear the crowd whispering that
your son was dead? What would it be like when he stood up, well and free?

. Sometimes, evil makes a last stand before it loses; things can suddenly get a lot worse just
before they get better. Has that ever happened in your life? How did you deal with it?

Read Mark 9:28-29 - This last bit of the story is Jesus correcting them about what had so
frustrated him earlier - their whole approach had lacked faith and trust in God. They had tried
to take on a demon without really trusting God.

- Have you ever made the mistake of trying to do something based on your own power and
ability and discovered that you really needed prayer and faith? What was that like?



Marcos 9:14-29 - Jesus sana a un muchacho endemoniado

14 Cuando regresaron adonde estaban los demas discipulos, vieron que los rodeaba
una gran multitud y que algunos maestros de la ley religiosa discutian con

ellos. 15 Cuando la multitud vio a Jesus, todos se llenaron de asombro y corrieron a
saludarlo.

16 —; Sobre qué discuten? —pregunt6 Jesus.

17 Un hombre de la multitud tomo la palabra y dijo:

—Maestro, traje a mi hijo para que lo sanaras. Esta poseido por un espiritu maligno
que no le permite hablar. 18 Y, siempre que este espiritu se apodera de él, lo tira
violentamente al suelo y él echa espuma por la boca, rechina los dientes y se pone

rigido. Asi que les pedi a tus discipulos que echaran fuera al espiritu maligno, pero no
pudieron hacerlo.

19 Jesus les dijo: «jGente sin fe! ; Hasta cuando tendré que estar con ustedes? ;Hasta
cuando tendré que soportarlos? Traiganme al muchacho».

20 Asi que se lo llevaron. Cuando el espiritu maligno vio a Jesus, le caus6 una violenta
convulsién al muchacho, quien cay6 al piso retorciéndose y echando espuma por la
boca.

21 —; Hace cuanto tiempo que le pasa esto?—preguntd Jesus al padre del muchacho.

—Desde que era muy pequefio—contesto €l—. 22 A menudo el espiritu lo arroja al
fuego o al agua para matarlo. Ten misericordia de nosotros y ayudanos si puedes.

23 —;Como que “si puedo”? —preguntd Jesus—. Todo es posible si uno cree.
24 Al instante el padre clamé:
—iSi, creo, pero ayudame a superar mi incredulidad!

25 Cuando Jesus vio que aumentaba el numero de espectadores, reprendi6 al espiritu
maligno.«Escucha, espiritu que impides que este muchacho oiga y hable—dijo—. jTe
ordeno que salgas de este muchacho y nunca mas entres en éll».

26 Entonces el espiritu gritd, le causé otra convulsion violenta al muchacho y salié de
él. El muchacho qued6 como muerto. Un murmullo recorrié la multitud: «Estd muerto»,
decia la gente. 27 Pero Jesus lo tomé de la mano, lo levantd, y el muchacho se puso
de pie.

28 Mas tarde, cuando Jesus quedé a solas en la casa con sus discipulos, ellos le
preguntaron:

— ¢, Por qué nosotros no pudimos expulsar ese espiritu maligno?
29 Jesus contesto:

—Esa clase solo puede ser expulsada con oracion.



Estudio Biblico Personal - Marcos 9:14-29

Lee Marcos 9:14-18 - Cuando comienza esta historia, Jesus habia llevado a algunos de sus
amigos mas cercanos a vivir una experiencia especial con él, y ahora acaban de regresar.
Encuentran al resto de sus amigos discutiendo con los lideres religiosos. Jesus pregunta qué pasa,
y un hombre se acerca para contarle el terrible sufrimiento de su hijo, causado por un espiritu que
lo tenia poseido. El nifio no puede hablar por culpa del espiritu malo, y parece tener algo como
convulsiones de epilepsia.

. En nuestra cultura, generalmente no tenemos una categoria para la posesién demoniaca, y
seria facil descartar esta historia como creencias antiguas de gente sin conocimientos
modernos. Si tenemos categorias para la epilepsia y los problemas mentales. §En qué
categoria crees que realmente encaja lo que le pasaba a este nifio? ¢Habia algo espiritual
ocurriendo, o eran en realidad problemas mentales vy fisicos?

. ¢ Coémo cambia la forma en que respondes esas preguntas la manera en que lees la Biblia?
¢ Qué tiene mas autoridad para decidir lo que crees que es real: la Biblia o tu cultura?

Lee Marcos 9:19 - JesUs muestra una frustracion real con todo el grupo de gente reunida que
discute sobre qué hacer con el demonio. Esta aparente falta de paciencia sorprende a muchos,
porque no esperan que JesUs muestre frustracion. Pero Jesus sigue el mismo camino que muchos
profetas antes que él (Moisés, Isaias, Ezequiel), quienes usaron la frustracion para mostrar que el
pueblo de Dios se habia alejado mucho del camino correcto y llamarlo de vuelta. Jesus esta
sefialando que sus discipulos y los lideres religiosos estan muy equivocados.

. ¢ Crees que cambiaria tu comportamiento si supieras que Jesus esté frustrado contigo?

¢ Crees que a veces se frustra porque no confias en él1? ;Qué puedes hacer al respecto?

Lee Marcos 9:20-24 - Ahora la conversacion ocurre entre el demonio, el padre y Jesus. Es
importante recordar que el demonio esta lastimando activamente al hijo del hombre mientras este
habla de su lucha con la fe; esto no es como cuando los lideres religiosos y los discipulos de Jesus
discutian sobre como tratar con los demonios, sino un padre que ve a su hijo sufrir en ese mismo
momento. El hombre clama con una mezcla de esperanza y duda: jsi puedes hacer algo, ayldanos!
Jesus responde a esa duda animandolo a tener fe en Dios: jtodo es posible para el que cree! El
hombre responde de la manera correcta: con confianza y, al mismo tiempo, pidiendo ayuda con
sus dudas. Mientras todos alrededor de JesUs le estan fallando a este hombre, él expresa
perfectamente esa lucha entre confiar y dudar.

. ¢ Cémo es para ti luchar con la esperanza, la confianza y la duda? Si sigues a Jesus, cuando
empezaste a hacerlo, jesperabas que esta lucha continuara? ;Cémo la manejas cuando la
sientes por dentro?

. ¢Le crees a Jesus cuando dice que todo es posible para el que cree? ;Crees que exagera,
o piensas que lo dice en serio?

Lee Marcos 9:25-27 - JesUs muchas veces expulsa espiritus malos, y estos simplemente se van;
no leemos que sea dificil para la persona que queda libre del espiritu malo. Esta vez, el espiritu
ataca una Ultima vez antes de irse. La gente cree que el nifio ha muerto, pero Jesus lo toma de la
mano y lo levanta.

. Imagina que eres el padre del nifio. { Como te sentirias al escuchar a la gente susurrar que
tu hijo habia muerto? Cdmo te sentirias cuando se pusiera de pie, sano y libre?

. A veces, el mal da un Ultimo golpe antes de perder; las cosas pueden empeorar mucho
justo antes de mejorar. ¢ Te ha pasado algo asi en tu vida? ;Cémo lo enfrentaste?

Lee Marcos 9:28-29 - Esta Ultima parte de la historia muestra a JesUs corrigiéndolos sobre lo que
tanto lo habia frustrado antes: todo su modo de actuar habia carecido de fe y confianza en Dios.
Habian tratado de enfrentar a un demonio sin confiar realmente en Dios.

. ¢ Alguna vez cometiste el error de tratar de hacer algo confiando solo en tu propia fuerza y
habilidad, y luego te diste cuenta de que en realidad necesitabas oracion y fe? Cémo fue
esa experiencia?



