Luke 23:32-43 - Jesus Prays and Forgives While Dying

32 Two others, both criminals, were led out to be executed with
him. 33 When they came to a place called The Skull, they nailed
him to the cross. And the criminals were also crucified—one on
his right and one on his left.

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what
they are doing.” And the soldiers gambled for his clothes by
throwing dice.

35 The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. “He saved
others,” they said, “let him save himself if he is really God’s
Messiah, the Chosen One.” 36 The soldiers mocked him, too, by
offering him a drink of sour wine. 37 They called out to him, “If you
are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 A sign was fastened
above him with these words: “This is the King of the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you’re
the Messiah, are you? Prove it by saving yourself—and us, too,
while you’re at it!”

40 But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even
when you have been sentenced to die? 41 We deserve to die for
our crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything wrong.” 42 Then he
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.”

43 And Jesus replied, “l assure you, today you will be with me in
paradise.”



Personal Bible Study - Luke 23:32-43

Read Luke 23:32-33 - Jesus was crucified between two criminals. The literal meaning of
the word translated as “criminal” is “evil-worker,” meaning someone who does what is evil.
Jesus is dying as if he were one of those, identifying with them and being close to them.
He is entering entirely into the place of evil doers and even dying our death with us.

+ Why is it important that Jesus died surrounded by those who did evil things?
What is God trying to tell us by having other people die with him?

+ If Jesus died with and for those who do evil, what does that say to you about
your sins?

Read Luke 23:34 - Jesus taught us to return evil for good, to love those who oppress us,
and to pray for those who persecute us. Then, when he was being murdered, he practiced
exactly what he taught - he prayed for his killers. By contrast, the very people he prayed
for didn’t care about him at all, gambling for his stolen clothes.

+ If Jesus prayed like this for those who actively hurt him, how do you think he will
respond to you if you ask him for forgiveness and help?

+ If you treat this as an example, what does this teach you about how you should
treat other people? How does Jesus’s prayer from the cross train your heart and
shape your behavior?

*  When you see the ugliness of gambling at the feet of Jesus while he dies, what
does that tell you about the nature of sin?

Read Luke 23:35-39 - The physical pains of crucifixion are horrific and almost beyond
description. A person died because their own body weight would expand their chest and
make it almost impossible to breathe. In order to exhale, you would have to do a pull-up,
using the nails that were through your arms to do it! Eventually, your muscles would cramp,
and you just couldn’t do that anymore - you’d die with your lungs full of air. But Jesus also
felt the rejection and mockery of those he was dying to save. They might not have known
he was offering himself as a sacrifice, but he knew that. His love was so great that he was
dying for those who rejected him.

* Have you ever known anyone to be bitter toward Jesus and reject him? Where
do you think that bitterness comes from?

+  How do you feel knowing that when you are at your worst, rejecting God, Jesus
still loves you and died for you?

Read Luke 23:40-43 - Matthew and Mark tell us that both criminals initially mocked Jesus
(see Matthew 27:44 and Mark 15:32), but Luke lets us know that one of them changed
their attitude toward him and also asked for Jesus to remember him. He saw something in
the way that Jesus was dealing with things that convinced him that he was God’s Messiah.
Even though they were both dying, this man expected Jesus to “come into his kingdom”
and be able to do something good for him. Jesus tells him to expect rewards beyond
imagining!

« This criminal went from rejecting Jesus to asking Jesus for help. What does it
say to you that even though he mocked Jesus, Jesus still forgave him?

« No matter what you’ve done with Jesus in the past, you can change your
attitude toward him. What business do you need to do with Jesus?



Lucas 23:32-43

32 También llevaban con él a otros dos, ambos criminales, para ser
ejecutados. 33 Cuando llegaron al lugar llamado la Calavera, lo
crucificaron alli, junto con los criminales, uno a su derecha y otro a su
izquierda.

34 —Padre —dijo Jesus—, perdbnalos, porque no saben lo que hacen.[a]
Mientras tanto, echaban suertes para repartirse entre si la ropa de Jesus.

35 La gente, por su parte, se quedo alli observando, y aun los gobernantes
estaban burlandose de él.

—Salvé a otros —decian—; que se salve a si mismo si es el Cristo de
Dios, el Escogido.

36 También los soldados se acercaron para burlarse de él. Le ofrecieron
vinagre 37 y dijeron:

—Si eres el rey de los judios, jsalvate a ti mismo!
38 Resulta que habia sobre él un letrero que decia:

ESTE ES EL REY DE LOS JUDIOS.
39 Uno de los criminales alli colgados empez6 a insultarlo:
— ¢ No eres tu el Cristo? jSalvate a ti mismo y a nosotros!
40 Pero el otro criminal lo reprendio:

— ¢ Ni siquiera temor de Dios tienes, aunque sufres la misma
condena? 41 En nuestro caso, el castigo es justo, pues sufrimos lo que
merecen nuestros delitos; este, en cambio, no ha hecho nada malo.

42 | uego dijo:
—Jesus, acuérdate de mi cuando vengas en tu reino.

43 —Te aseguro que hoy estaras conmigo en el paraiso —le contest6
Jesus.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2023%3A32-43&version=NVI#fes-NVI-25970a

Estudio biblico personal - Lucas 23:32-43

Lean Lucas 23:32-33 - Crucificaron a JesUs entre dos criminales. La palabra "criminal" en
el idioma original significa "el que hace el mal". Jesus muere como si fuera uno de ellos.
Se identifica con ellos. Esta cerca de ellos. JesuUs entra por completo al lugar de los que
hacen el mal. Muere nuestra muerte junto con nosotros.

« ¢ Por qué es importante que Jesus muriera rodeado de personas que hacian el mal?
¢, Qué nos quiere decir Dios al poner a otras personas a morir con €l?

»  SiJesus murié con los que hacen el mal, y por ellos, ¢qué te dice eso sobre tus
propios pecados?

Lean Lucas 23:34 - JesUs nos ensefié a devolver bien por mal. Nos ensefi¢ a amar a
quienes nos hacen dafio. Nos ensefi6 a orar por quienes nos persiguen. Cuando lo
estaban matando, Jesus hizo justo eso: ord por quienes lo mataban. Mientras tanto, esas
mismas personas no les importaba nada Jesus. Jugaban a los dados por su ropa robada.

»  SiJesuUs ord asi por quienes lo lastimaban, ¢ como crees que respondera cuando tu
le pidas perdén y ayuda?

« ¢Qué te ensefa este ejemplo sobre cédmo debes tratar a otras personas? ;Coémo
cambia tu corazén la oracién de Jesus en la cruz?

» Ves algo feo: hombres jugando a los dados a los pies de Jesus mientras muere.
¢ Qué te dice esto sobre el pecado?

Lean Lucas 23:35-39 - El dolor fisico de la crucifixién era horrible. Casi no se puede
describir. La persona moria porque el peso de su propio cuerpo le apretaba el pecho. Era
casi imposible respirar. Para exhalar, tenia que hacer fuerza hacia arriba, usando los clavos
en sus brazos. Al final, los musculos ya no podian mas. La persona moria sin poder sacar
el aire. Pero JesuUs también sintio el rechazo y las burlas de las personas que estaba
muriendo por salvar. Ellos tal vez no sabian que él se ofrecia como sacrificio. Pero Jesus si
lo sabia. Su amor era tan grande que murié por quienes lo rechazaban.

«  ¢Alguna vez conociste a alguien con amargura hacia Jesus, alguien que lo rechaza?
¢,De dénde crees que viene esa amargura?

e Cuando estas en tu peor momento, rechazando a Dios, Jesus te sigue amando y
murié por ti. ;Como te hace sentir eso?

Lean Lucas 23:40-43 — Mateo y Marcos cuentan que al principio los dos criminales se
burlaban de Jesus (Mateo 27:44 y Marcos 15:32). Pero Lucas nos dice que uno de ellos
cambid de actitud. Le pidié a JesUs que se acordara de él. Vio algo en la manera en que
Jesus enfrentaba todo esto. Eso lo convencidé de que Jesus era el Mesias de Dios. Los dos
estaban muriendo, pero este hombre esperaba que Jesus "entrara en su reino" y pudiera
ayudarlo. jJesus le promete una recompensa increible!

» Este criminal pasé de rechazar a JesUs a pedirle ayuda. Jesus se burlé... digo, lo
perdond aungue se habia burlado de él antes. ;Qué te dice eso?

* No importa lo que hayas hecho con Jesus en el pasado. Puedes cambiar tu actitud
hacia él. ¢ Qué asunto necesitas resolver con Jesus?
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