John 3:1-17 - Jesus and the Expert in the Law

3 There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader

who was a Pharisee. 2 After dark one evening, he came to speak with
Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has sent you to teach
us. Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.”

3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you
cannot see the Kingdom of God.”

4 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man
go back into his mother’s womb and be born again?”

5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God
without being born of water and the Spirit. 6 Humans can reproduce
only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. 7 So
don’t be surprised when | say, ‘You must be born again.” 8 The wind
blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can't tell
where it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how
people are born of the Spirit.”

9 “How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked.

10 Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet you
don’t understand these things? 11 | assure you, we tell you what we
know and have seen, and yet you won’t believe our testimony. 12 But
if you don’t believe me when | tell you about earthly things, how can
you possibly believe if | tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has
ever gone to heaven and returned. But the Son of Man has come
down from heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a
pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so that
everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.

16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have
eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world,
but to save the world through him.



Personal Bible Study - John 3:1-17

Read John 3:1-3 - This man who came to visit Jesus isn’t a nobody. Nicodemus is a member
of the Sanhedrin - something like the Supreme Court of the Kingdom of Israel. He was a high-
ranking politician in the ancient power structure. He comes to Jesus saying that he (along with
everyone in the system of power that he was part of) knew that he was from God, maybe
expecting that his position of power would mean he could work with Jesus to accomplish
something great. But what he learned from Jesus was that none of his power or prestige meant
much of anything. He needed to start over and be born again.

- What kinds of things do you think people tend to put their trust in to make their lives
meaningful? What have you generally put your trust in to make your life meaningful?

- What would it cost you if you had to start over? What would it mean to you to have a
chance to do that?

Read John 3:4-8 - Nicodemus tries to brush Jesus off, treating Jesus’s obvious metaphor as if
it were literal. So Jesus gets more literal with Nicodemus, even if it’s not a lot easier to
understand than the metaphor. He tells Nicodemus that entry into the kingdom requires new
birth. If we want to be born again, we need the Spirit to produce his kind of life in us. He (the
Spirit) is like the wind (the word for Spirit in Greek, nvevuo or pneuma, is actually the same
word that is used for Spirit), and we are no more able to truly comprehend Him than we can
grab hold of the wind. He’s able to give life; all we can do is receive it.

- If God wanted to offer you a whole new life, what would you be willing to do to receive it? If
He told you that he wanted you to take a very short bath and then follow Jesus, would you
do that? If He told you to trust in Jesus and give him your allegiance, would you do it?

. If the Spirit of God were giving you new life, how would you know it was happening to you?

Read John 3:9-15 - Nicodemus dodges again: he simply claims to be overwhelmed by what
Jesus is telling him. Jesus points out to him that he really ought to be able to do better - with
all his life experience and Biblical knowledge, he ought to be equipped to understand the
things that Jesus is telling him. What Jesus has been telling Nicodemus is about the stuff of
being his disciple - earthly things. But then he tells him the wondrous plan of God, including
the incarnation (the Son who comes down from heaven), and the sacrifice for our sins (the
things about Moses and the bronze serpent are a reference to Jesus’s saving work on the
cross). Jesus told Nicodemus more of God’s plan than many people ever heard during his
ministry. Only Nicodemus was being too dense to listen.

« Do you think God has ever tried to teach you important lessons, but you were too stubborn
to listen to Him? How did that turn out for you?

- What are you going to do to try to listen to God from now on? How will you open up your
stubborn heart? Do you think God is willing to help you with that if you ask him?

Read John 3:16-17 - In these few words, we hear some very good news about Jesus. When
Jesus dies a horrible death, it won’t be an accident. It’s God’s plan. God gave him to us for the
very purpose of dying and rising again for us. And that way, we can put our trust in him, and we
can commit our lives to him. If we are willing to do that, God will save us from the sin that is
making such a terrible mess of our lives. And He will also rescue us from death itself. Jesus
didn’t come into this world so he could point out what a mess we are or reject us because we
have made a mess of things. He came to rescue us from the mess we’ve made so that we
could live with him forever. Because he loves us. Just because he loves us.

- Do you believe that when God says he loves the world, that includes you?

- The condition for receiving the gift of life is to give your life to Jesus. Are you willing to do
that?



Juan 3:1-17 - Jesus enseina a Nicodemo

3 Habia entre los fariseos un dirigente de los judios llamado Nicodemo. 2 Este
fue de noche a visitar a Jesus.

—Rabi —le dijo—, sabemos que eres un maestro que ha venido de parte de
Dios, porque nadie podria hacer las sefales que ta haces si Dios no estuviera
con él.

3 —Te aseguro que quien no nazca de nuevo no puede ver el reino de Dios —
dijo Jesus.

4 — ; COomo puede uno nacer de nuevo siendo ya viejo? —preguntd Nicodemo
—. ¢,Acaso puede entrar por segunda vez en el vientre de su madre y volver a
nacer?

5 —Te aseguro que quien no nazca de agua y del Espiritu no puede entrar en el
reino de Dios —respondié Jesus—. 6 Lo que nace del cuerpo es cuerpo; lo que
nace del Espiritu es espiritu. 7 No te sorprendas de que haya dicho: “Tienen que
nacer de nuevo”. 8 El viento sopla por donde quiere y oyes su sonido, aunque
ignoras de donde viene y a donde va. Lo mismo pasa con todo el que nace del
Espiritu.

9 Nicodemo respondio:
— ¢ Como es posible que esto suceda?

10 —Tu eres maestro de Israel, 4y no entiendes estas cosas? —respondid
Jesus—. 11 Te aseguro que hablamos de lo que sabemos y damos testimonio
de lo que hemos visto, pero ustedes no aceptan nuestro testimonio. 12 Si he
hablado de las cosas terrenales y no creen, ;cOmo van a creer si les hablo de
las celestiales? 13 Nadie ha subido jamas al cielo sino el que descendi6 del
cielo, el Hijo del hombre.

14 »Como levant6 Moisés la serpiente en el desierto, asi también tiene que ser
levantado el Hijo del hombre, 15 para que todo el que cree en él tenga vida
eterna.[d]

16 »Porque tanto amé Dios al mundo que dio a su Hijo Unico, para que todo el
que cree en €l no se pierda, sino que tenga vida eterna. 17 Dios no envi6 a su
Hijo al mundo para condenar al mundo, sino para salvarlo por medio de él.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203&version=NVI#fes-NVI-26136d

Estudio biblico personal - Juan 3:1-17

Lean Juan 3:1-3 — Nicodemo no era cualquier persona. Era miembro del Sanedrin, algo como
la Corte Suprema del reino de Israel. Era un politico importante. Viene a Jesus y le dice que él,
y otros como él, sabian que Jesus venia de Dios. Tal vez esperaba usar su poder para trabajar
junto a Jesus y lograr algo grande. Pero Jesus le ensefia algo distinto. Su poder y su fama no
valian casi nada. Necesitaba empezar de nuevo. Necesitaba nacer otra vez.

»  ¢En qué sueles confiar tu para darle sentido a tu vida? ¢ En qué confia la mayoria de la
gente para eso?

e ¢ Qué te costaria empezar de nuevo? ;Qué significaria para ti tener esa oportunidad?

Lean Juan 3:4-8 — Nicodemo trata de esquivar a Jesus. Toma su metafora como si fuera
literal. Entonces Jesus le habla de forma mas directa, aunque no es mucho mas facil de
entender. Le dice que para entrar al reino, se necesita nacer de nuevo. Para nacer de nuevo,
necesitamos que el Espiritu haga su obra en nosotros. El Espiritu es como el viento. No
podemos agarrar el viento, y tampoco podemos entender del todo al Espiritu. El puede darnos
vida. Lo Unico que podemos hacer es recibirla.

«  SiDios te ofreciera una vida totalmente nueva, ¢qué estarias dispuesto a hacer para
recibirla? Si te pidiera un bafio corto y luego seguir a Jesus, ¢lo harias? Si te pidiera
confiar en Jesus y darle tu lealtad, ¢ lo harias?

»  Siel Espiritu de Dios te estuviera dando nueva vida, ;cdémo lo sabrias?

Lean Juan 3:9-15 - Nicodemo esquiva otra vez. Dice que esta confundido por lo que Jesus le
explica. Jesus le dice que deberia entender mejor. Tiene experiencia de vida. Conoce las
Escrituras. Deberia estar preparado para entender. Hasta ahora, Jesus le ha hablado de cosas
de la tierra. Pero luego le cuenta el plan increible de Dios: que el Hijo baj6 del cielo, y el
sacrificio por nuestros pecados. La historia de Moisés y la serpiente de bronce sefiala hacia la
obra de Jesus en la cruz. Jesus le conté a Nicodemo mas del plan de Dios que a casi
cualquier otra persona. El problema era que Nicodemo estaba siendo muy terco para
escuchar.

*  ¢Alguna vez Dios trato de ensefarte algo importante, pero tu fuiste muy terco para
escuchar? ;Cémo te fue con eso?

«  ¢Qué vas a hacer para escuchar mejor a Dios de ahora en adelante? ;Como vas a abrir
tu corazdn terco? ¢ Crees que Dios estéa dispuesto a ayudarte si se lo pides?

Lean Juan 3:16-17 - En estas pocas palabras hay muy buenas noticias sobre Jesus. Cuando
JesuUs muere de una forma horrible, no es un accidente. Es el plan de Dios. Dios nos lo dio
para morir y resucitar por nosotros. Asi podemos confiar en él. Asi podemos entregarle nuestra
vida. Si estamos dispuestos a hacer eso, Dios nos salva del pecado que arruina nuestra vida.
También nos rescata de la muerte misma. Jesus no vino al mundo para sefialar lo mal que
estamos, ni para rechazarnos por el desastre que hicimos. Vino a rescatarnos de ese desastre,
para que vivamos con él para siempre. Porque nos ama. Solo porque nos ama.

»  ¢Crees que cuando Dios dice que ama al mundo, eso te incluye a ti?

« La condicién para recibir el regalo de la vida es entregarle tu vida a Jesus. ¢ Estas
dispuesto a hacerlo?
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