John 4:1-26 - The Woman At the Well

4:1Jesus knew the Pharisees had heard that he was baptizing and making more disciples than
John 2 (though Jesus himself didn’t baptize them—his disciples did). 3 So he left Judea and
returned to Galilee. 4 He had to go through Samaria on the way.

5 Eventually he came to the Samaritan village of Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his
son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; and Jesus, tired from the long walk, sat wearily beside
the well about noontime. 7 Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to
her, “Please give me a drink.” 8 He was alone at the time because his disciples had gone into
the village to buy some food.

9 The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything to do with Samaritans. She said
to Jesus, “You are a Jew, and | am a Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for a drink?”

10 Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has for you and who you are speaking to, you
would ask me, and | would give you living water.”

11 “But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket,” she said, “and this well is very deep. Where
would you get this living water? 12 And besides, do you think you’re greater than our ancestor
Jacob, who gave us this well? How can you offer better water than he and his sons and his
animals enjoyed?”

13 Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will soon become thirsty again. 14 But those
who drink the water | give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within
them, giving them eternal life.”

15 “Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me this water! Then I’'ll never be thirsty again, and |
won’t have to come here to get water.”

16 “Go and get your husband,” Jesus told her.
17 “l don’t have a husband,” the woman replied.

Jesus said, “You're right! You don’t have a husband— 18 for you have had five husbands, and
you aren’t even married to the man you’re living with now. You certainly spoke the truth!”

19 “Sir,” the woman said, “you must be a prophet. 20 So tell me, why is it that you Jews insist
that Jerusalem is the only place of worship, while we Samaritans claim it is here at Mount
Gerizim, where our ancestors worshiped?”

21 Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is coming when it will no longer matter
whether you worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans know
very little about the one you worship, while we Jews know all about him, for salvation comes
through the Jews. 23 But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who will worship him
that way. 24 For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.”

25 The woman said, “I know the Messiah is coming—the one who is called Christ. When he
comes, he will explain everything to us.”

26 Then Jesus told her, “I am the Messiah!”



Personal Bible Study - John 4:1-26

Read John 4:1-4 - Jesus knew that his ministry, good though it was, might start causing
problems for his friend and cousin, John. Jesus’s disciples baptizing people might make it
seem like John was losing authority, which might make John more vulnerable to the hostility of
the Pharisees. So he left Judea to head back to his home turf in Galilee. The gospel tells us
that “it was necessary” for him to go through Samaria, but it wasn’t necessary because that
was the only road. There were three main roads for that journey, and two of them avoided
Samaria. It was necessary because Jesus wanted the encounter he was about to have.

. All of Jesus’s choices in this story are out of concern for other people - his concern for
John at the first, and his concern for the woman he will meet in Samaria at last. Do you
think he’s also concerned about you?

- Do you think Jesus believe’s it’s necessary to arrange things so he can meet with you?

Read John 4:5-9 - When the woman shows up at the well, she doesn’t expect to meet anyone.
Water collection was something people did every day, but it’s hard physical work. Water
weighs 8 Ibs a gallon, and to carry several gallons home from a well was pretty tough, so you
did it early in the morning or late in the evening, when the temperature is cool. She doesn’t
want to be around everyone and hear them gossiping about her life, so she comes when she
doesn’t expect to meet anyone. Imagine her disappointment when she encounters someone
she expects to hate her - a Jewish man. She would have every reason to think he would be
racist toward her, because most Jewish men were. Instead, though, he asks her for a favor.

. Jesus has surprised this hurting woman with his kindness. When people expect him to be
hostile, do you think it pleases God to surprise them with kindness?

- Has God ever surprised you with how loving and kind he can be to you? What was that
like?

Read John 4:10-15 - Jesus uses the conversation about water to turn the topic to spiritual
things. The woman wants to talk about what would keep her away from Jesus. Jesus talks
about what he can offer her. When she hears his offer of living water (a symbol that the
prophets had often used to describe the presence of God), she just thinks about being able to
avoid the gossiping crowds. Jesus is telling her that if she will get to know him, he will lead her
life into the presence of God, and she won’t have to be afraid or embarrassed anymore.

. Jesus really does make a difference in the lives of people who give their hearts to him.
Have you ever seen evidence of what he can do in someone’s life? What did it look like?

- How do you think your life might become different if you opened your heart to him?

Read John 4:16-18 - Jesus does something amazing here: he shows that he knows about
what a mess her life has become. But he doesn’t do that to humiliate her, the way everyone
else does. He touches what hurts worst in her life because his touch can heal her awful pain.

- Have you ever felt him work in painful places in your heart? What is it like when he does
this?

Read John 4:19-26 - The great work of the Messiah is to help people to know God and
worship him well. Jesus says that what God is seeking is people who will worship him with
their spirits, and who will do it without hiding who they truly are - they will tell the truth while
they worship him. All pretending is done in true worship. Our spirits become open to God, and
he heals the embarrassing truths of our sins. When we will be in friendship with God and
worship him, he tells us better truths about ourselves: that we are deeply loved! It is Jesus the
Messiah who teaches us this.

. If you were able to be completely honest with God and open your spirit to his presence,
how would your life become different?



Juan 4:1-26 -Jesus y la samaritana

4 Jesus se enter6 de que los fariseos sabian que él estaba ganando y bautizando mas
discipulos que Juan 2 (aunque en realidad no era Jesus quien bautizaba, sino sus

discipulos). 3 Por eso se fue de Judea y volvi otra vez a Galilea. 4 Como tenia que pasar por
Samaria, 5 llegd a un pueblo samaritano llamado Sicar, cerca del terreno que Jacob habia
dado a su hijo José. 6 Alli estaba el pozo de Jacob. Jesus, fatigado del camino, se sento junto
al pozo. Era cerca del mediodia. 7 En eso, una mujer de Samaria llegd a sacar agua y Jesus le
dijo:

—Dame un poco de agua.

8 Sus discipulos habian ido al pueblo a comprar comida.

9 Entonces, como los judios no se relacionaban con los samaritanos, la mujer respondié:

— ¢ Cdmo se te ocurre pedirme agua, si tu eres judio y yo soy samaritana?

10 Jesus contesto:

—Si supieras lo que Dios puede dar y conocieras al que te esta pidiendo agua —contesto
JesUs—, tu le habrias pedido a él y él te habria dado agua viva.

11 La mujer dijo:

—Sefior, ni siquiera tienes con qué sacar agua y el pozo es muy hondo; ¢de donde, pues, vas
a sacar esa agua viva? 12 ;Acaso eres tU superior a nuestro padre Jacob que nos dej6 este
pozo, del cual bebieron él, sus hijos y su ganado?

13 —Todo el que beba de esta agua volvera a tener sed —respondié JesUs—, 14 pero el que
beba del agua que yo le daré no volvera a tener sed jamas, sino que dentro de él esa agua se
convertird en un manantial del que brotara vida eterna.

15 —Sefor —dijo la mujer—, dame de esa agua para que no vuelva a tener sed ni siga
viniendo aqui a sacarla.

16 —\Ve a llamar a tu esposo y vuelve aca —dijo Jesus.
17 —No tengo esposo —respondio ella.
Jesus le dijo:

—Bien has dicho que no tienes esposo. 18 Es cierto que has tenido cinco y el que ahora tienes
no es tu esposo. En esto has dicho la verdad.

19 La mujer dijo:

—Sefior, me doy cuenta de que tu eres profeta. 20 Nuestros antepasados adoraron en este
monte, pero ustedes los judios dicen que el lugar donde debemos adorar esta en Jerusalén.

21 JesUs contesto:

—Créeme, mujer, que se acerca la hora en que ni en este monte ni en Jerusalén adoraran
ustedes al Padre. 22 Ahora ustedes adoran lo que no conocen; nosotros adoramos lo que
conocemos, porque la salvacién proviene de los judios. 23 Pero se acerca la hora, y ha llegado
ya, en que los verdaderos adoradores rendiran culto al Padre en espiritu y en verdad, porque
asi quiere el Padre que sean los que le adoren. 24 Dios es espiritu y quienes lo adoran deben
hacerlo en espiritu y en verdad.

25 —Sé que viene el Mesias, al que llaman el Cristo —respondié la mujer—. Cuando él venga
nos explicara todas las cosas.

26 —Ese soy yo, el que habla contigo —le dijo Jesus.



Estudio biblico personal — Juan 4:1-26

Lean Juan 4:1-4 - JesUs sabia que su trabajo, aunque era bueno, podia causarle problemas a
su amigo y primo, Juan. Los discipulos de Jesus estaban bautizando gente. Eso podia hacer
parecer que Juan estaba perdiendo autoridad. Eso lo haria mas vulnerable ante los fariseos,
que lo veian como una amenaza. Por eso JesUs se fue de Judea y regreso a su tierra, Galilea.
El evangelio dice que "era necesario" pasar por Samaria. Pero no era necesario porque fuera el
Unico camino. Habia tres caminos principales para ese viaje, y dos de ellos evitaban Samaria.
Era necesario porque Jesus queria tener el encuentro que estaba a punto de suceder.

« Todas las decisiones de Jesus en esta historia muestran su cuidado por otras personas:
primero por Juan, y al final por la mujer que va a conocer en Samaria. ;Crees que
también se preocupa por ti?

» ;Crees que JesUs piensa que es necesario organizar las cosas para poder encontrarse
contigo?

Lean Juan 4:5-9 — Cuando la mujer llega al pozo, no espera encontrarse con nadie. Sacar
agua era algo que la gente hacia todos los dias, pero era un trabajo fisico duro. El agua pesa
mucho, y cargar varios galones desde el pozo hasta la casa era pesado. Por eso la gente lo
hacia temprano en la mafiana o al final de la tarde, cuando hacia menos calor. Ella no quiere
estar cerca de la gente ni escuchar los chismes sobre su vida, asi que va cuando cree que no
encontrara a nadie. Imagina su sorpresa cuando se encuentra con alguien de quien esperaba
rechazo: un hombre judio. Ella tenia toda la razoén para pensar que él seria racista con ella,
porque la mayoria de los hombres judios lo eran. Pero en cambio, él le pide un favor.

» Jesus sorprende a esta mujer herida con su bondad. Cuando la gente espera que él sea
hostil, ¢crees que a Dios le gusta sorprenderlos con bondad en su lugar?

»  ¢Alguna vez Dios te sorprendié con lo amoroso y bondadoso que puede ser contigo?
¢ Coémo fue eso?

Lean Juan 4:10-15 - JesuUs usa la conversacion sobre el agua para hablar de cosas
espirituales. La mujer quiere hablar de lo que la mantiene alejada de Jesus. Jesus habla de lo
que él le puede ofrecer a ella. Cuando ella escucha que él le ofrece "agua viva" (un simbolo
que los profetas usaban para hablar de la presencia de Dios), ella solo piensa en poder evitar a
la gente chismosa. Jesus le estéa diciendo que, si llega a conocerlo, él llevara su vida a la
presencia de Dios, y ya no tendra que sentir miedo ni verglienza.

» JesuUs de verdad hace una diferencia en la vida de las personas que le entregan su
corazén. ¢ Alguna vez viste evidencia de lo que él puede hacer en la vida de alguien?
¢ Como se veia eso?

»  ;Como crees que cambiaria tu vida si le abrieras tu corazén a él?

Lean Juan 4:16-18 — Aqui JesuUs hace algo asombroso: le muestra que sabe en qué desastre
se ha convertido su vida. Pero no lo hace para humillarla, como hace todo el mundo. Toca el
lugar donde mas le duele, porque su toque puede sanar ese dolor tan grande.

«  ¢Alguna vez sentiste que Jesus trabajaba en los lugares dolorosos de tu corazén?
¢ Coémo es cuando él hace esto?

Lean Juan 4:19-26 - La gran obra del Mesias es ayudar a las personas a conocer a Dios y
adorarlo de verdad. Jesus dice que lo que Dios busca son personas que lo adoren con su
espiritu, sin esconder quiénes son realmente; que digan la verdad mientras lo adoran. En la
verdadera adoracién no hay lugar para fingir. Nuestro espiritu se abre a Dios, y él sana las
verdades vergonzosas de nuestros pecados. Cuando estamos en amistad con Dios y lo
adoramos, él nos dice verdades mejores sobre nosotros mismos: jque somos profundamente
amados! Es Jesus el Mesias quien nos ensefa esto.

»  Sipudieras ser completamente honesto con Dios y abrirle tu espiritu, {como cambiaria
tu vida?
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