Luke 15:11-32 - Two Broken Brothers and a Loving Father

11 To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two
sons. 12 The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before
you die.” So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons.

13 “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant
land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the time his money ran
out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. 15 He persuaded a
local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. 16 The
young man became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked good
to him. But no one gave him anything.

17 “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired
servants have food enough to spare, and here | am dying of hunger! 18 | will go home
to my father and say, “Father, | have sinned against both heaven and you, 19 and | am
no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”

20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father
saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and
kissed him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against both heaven and you,
and | am no longer worthy of being called your son.’

22 “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put
it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 23 And kill the calf we have
been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 24 for this son of mine was dead and
has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.” So the party began.

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he returned home, he
heard music and dancing in the house, 26 and he asked one of the servants what was
going on. 27 ‘Your brother is back,” he was told, ‘and your father has killed the fattened
calf. We are celebrating because of his safe return.’

28 “The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged
him, 29 but he replied, ‘All these years I've slaved for you and never once refused to do
a single thing you told me to. And in all that time you never gave me even one young
goat for a feast with my friends. 30 Yet when this son of yours comes back after
squandering your money on prostitutes, you celebrate by killing the fattened calf!’

31 “His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and
everything | have is yours. 32 We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was
dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!”



Personal Bible Study - Luke 15:11-32

Context of this Story: It's important to know the context of the story of the two brothers. Luke
starts this chapter by telling us that tax collectors and sinners were surrounding Jesus, and
that the religious people didn’t like that he would spend time with people like that. If someone’s
life were a mess, then people who love God ought to stay away from that person.

+ Read through the whole story of the two brothers again. How does it change how you read
this if you know that the story was motivated by the sinner-rejecting attitudes of the
religious people?

« Have you ever been a sinner-rejecting person? Have you ever felt rejected by religious
people? How does this story speak to you about this?

Read Luke 15:11-16: Here, Jesus challenges and changes how religious people see sin and
sinners. Religious people have a tendency to see sinners as bad. Jesus shows us an example
of how people get into really bad situations. There is selfishness and bad decisions involved
(like rejecting family and wasting money), but there is also bad community (people who help
you live wildly) and bad circumstances beyond our control (like famine). People who find
themselves trapped in a mess may have made some poor choices, but that’s not the same as
being awful or worthless.

+ Have you ever made bad decisions that had difficult consequences? Have you ever found
yourself trapped in bad circumstances? While you were there, were religious people mostly
helpful or did they mostly get in your way?

+ He doesn’t leave bad decision-making out of the mix, does he? Do you have a hard time
taking responsibility for bad decisions?

Read Luke 15:17-21: Jesus describes how people who struggle in hard situations can come to
their senses. A solid assessment of our situation and how dealing with God about it can make
things better is wise. The thing that the younger son gets wrong is that he underestimates how
good his father is, but the assessment of his situation is right.

» Have you ever had a ‘come to your senses’ moment where you had to admit that your way
wasn’t working? What is that like?

« When you make a plan to bring your life to God, do you find it hard to follow through?

Read Luke 15:22-24: Jesus is telling us about God’s response to repentance. It isn’t grudging,
and it isn’t small. If we come to God with the mess of our lives, Jesus tells us to expect
surprising grace, welcome, and celebration to have us back with him again.

« This son, who has sold off a significant part of his property and then wasted the money in
terrible choices, receives a hero’s welcome from the father. Does that surprise you? What
do you think Jesus is telling us about God’s grace?

Read Luke 15:25-32: The whole point of this story (and the two that come before this one) is
found in the attitude of this older brother. Jesus means for religious people who look down on
sinners to see themselves in this older brother, and to feel the sting of how ugly his behavior is.

« Does the fact that the older brother’s behavior is ugly make the younger brother’s behavior
any better? In a way, isn’t the older brother right about the behavior of the younger brother?
At the same time, he’s clearly wrong. What does he get right? What does he get wrong?

« Are you ever tempted to use the sins of others to define them? Are you ever tempted to use
your own sins to define yourself? What’s wrong with this?

» The tax collectors and sinners didn’t abandon Jesus when religious people mistreated
them, and Jesus stood up for them. How will you handle it if you are mistreated by religious
people? How does Jesus stand up for you?



Lucas 15:11-32 -Parabola del hijo perdido

11 »Un hombre tenia dos hijos —continu6 Jesus—. 12 El menor de ellos dijo a
su padre: “Papa, dame lo que me toca de la herencia”. Asi que el padre repartid
sus bienes entre los dos. 13 Poco después el hijo menor junté todo lo que tenia
y se fue a un pais lejano; alli vivié desenfrenadamente y derrochd su herencia.

14 »Cuando ya lo habia gastado todo, sobrevino una gran escasez en la region
y él comenzd a pasar necesidad. 15 Asi que fue y consiguié empleo con un
ciudadano de aquel pais, quien lo mandd a sus campos a cuidar

cerdos. 16 Tanta hambre tenia que hubiera querido llenarse el estbmago con la
comida que daban a los cerdos, pero aun asi nadie le daba nada. 17 Por fin
recapacitd y se dijo: “jCuantos jornaleros de mi padre tienen comida de sobra 'y
yo aqui me muero de hambre! 18 Me levantaré e iré a mi padre y le diré: Pap4,
he pecado contra el cielo y contra ti. 19 Ya no merezco que se me llame tu hijo;
tratame como si fuera uno de tus jornaleros”. 20 Asi que emprendid el viaje y se
fue a su padre.

»Todavia estaba lejos cuando su padre lo vio y se compadeci6 de él; salid
corriendo a su encuentro, lo abrazd y lo beso. 21 El joven le dijo: “Papé, he
pecado contra el cielo y contra ti. Ya no merezco que se me llame tu hijo”.

22 Pero el padre ordeno a sus siervos: “jPronto! Traigan la mejor ropa para
vestirlo. Pédnganle también un anillo en el dedo y sandalias en los

pies. 23 Traigan el ternero mas gordo y matenlo para celebrar un

banquete. 24 Porque este hijo mio estaba muerto, pero ahora ha vuelto a la
vida; se habia perdido, pero ha sido hallado”. Asi que empezaron a hacer fiesta.

25 »Mientras tanto, el hijo mayor estaba en el campo. Al volver, cuando se
acercé a la casa, oyo que habia musica y danza. 26 Entonces llamé a uno de los
siervos y le preguntd qué pasaba. 27 “Tu hermano ha llegado —le respondié—,
y tu papa ha matado el ternero mas gordo porque lo ha recobrado sano y
salvo”. 28 Indignado, el hermano mayor se negd a entrar. Asi que su padre salié
a suplicarle que lo hiciera. 29 Pero él contestd: “iFijate cuantos afos te he
servido sin desobedecer jamas tus érdenes y ni un cabrito me has dado para
celebrar una fiesta con mis amigos! 30 jPero ahora llega ese hijo tuyo, que ha
despilfarrado tu fortuna con prostitutas, y tU mandas matar en su honor el
ternero mas gordo!”.

31 »“Hijo mio —le dijo su padre—, tu siempre estas conmigo y todo lo que
tengo es tuyo. 32 Pero teniamos que hacer fiesta y alegrarnos, porque este
hermano tuyo estaba muerto, pero ahora ha vuelto a la vida; se habia perdido,
pero ya lo hemos encontrado”».



Estudio biblico personal - Lucas 15:11-32

Contexto de esta historia — Es importante conocer el contexto de esta historia. Lucas nos
dice que los cobradores de impuestos y los pecadores rodeaban a Jesus, y que a la gente
religiosa no le gustaba eso. Pensaban que quienes aman a Dios debian alejarse de quien
tuviera una vida en desastre.

» Lee de nuevo la historia de los dos hermanos. Como cambia tu lectura al saber que
Jesus la contd por el rechazo de los religiosos hacia los pecadores?

e  ¢Alguna vez has sido una persona que rechaza a los pecadores, o te sentiste rechazado
por gente religiosa? ¢Qué te dice esta historia sobre eso?

Lean Lucas 15:11-16 — Aqui, JesUs cambia la forma en que la gente religiosa ve el pecado y a
los pecadores, a quienes suele ver simplemente como malos. JesUs muestra como las
personas terminan en situaciones dificiles: hay egoismo y malas decisiones, pero también
malas compaiiias y circunstancias fuera de nuestro alcance, como el hambre. Estar atrapado
en un desastre no es lo mismo que ser horrible o0 no valer nada.

«  ;Alguna vez tomaste malas decisiones con consecuencias dificiles, o te encontraste
atrapado en malas circunstancias? ¢La gente religiosa te ayudd, o se interpuso en tu
camino?

» JesuUs no deja fuera las malas decisiones. ¢Se te hace dificil asumir tu propia
responsabilidad?

Lean Lucas 15:17-21 — JesUs describe cdmo alguien en una situacién dificil puede
recapacitar. Evaluar con honestidad nuestra situacion, y hablarle a Dios de ella, es sabio. El
hijo menor subestima lo bueno que es su padre, pero acierta en su evaluacién de su propia
situacion.

e ;Alguna vez tuviste un momento de "recapacitar”, donde admitiste que tu forma de vivir
no funcionaba? ;Coémo fue eso?

e Cuando haces un plan para llevar tu vida a Dios, ¢,se te dificulta cumplirlo?

Lean Lucas 15:22-24 — JesUs nos muestra la respuesta de Dios ante el arrepentimiento: sin
reproches y sin medias tintas. Si venimos a Dios con el desastre de nuestra vida, podemos
esperar gracia, bienvenida y celebracidn por tenernos de vuelta.

»  Este hijo desperdicié su dinero en decisiones terribles, y aun asi recibe del padre una
bienvenida de héroe. ¢ Te sorprende esto? ;Qué te ensefa sobre la gracia de Dios?

Lean Lucas 15:25-32 - El punto central de esta historia esta en la actitud de este hermano
mayor. JesUs quiere que los religiosos que desprecian a los pecadores se vean reflejados en
él, y sientan lo feo de su comportamiento.

«  ;El hecho de que el comportamiento del hermano mayor sea feo hace mejor al menor?
En parte tiene razon sobre la conducta de su hermano, pero también esta claramente
equivocado. ¢En qué acierta, y en qué se equivoca?

Alguna vez te sientes tentado a usar los pecados de otros, o los tuyos, para definir
quiénes son? ¢ Qué hay de malo en esto?

. Los pecadores no abandonaron a Jesus cuando los religiosos los maltrataban, y Jesus
los defendi6. ;;Como respondes si te maltrata gente religiosa? ¢ Cémo te defiende Jesus
ati?
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