Mark 4:1-20 - Parable of the Farmer Scattering Seed

4 Once again Jesus began teaching by the lakeshore. A very large crowd soon

gathered around him, so he got into a boat. Then he sat in the boat while all the people
remained on the shore. 2 He taught them by telling many stories in the form of
parables, such as this one:

3 “Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seed. 4 As he scattered it across his field,
some of the seed fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate it. 5 Other seed fell on
shallow soil with underlying rock. The seed sprouted quickly because the soil was
shallow. 6 But the plant soon wilted under the hot sun, and since it didn’t have deep
roots, it died. 7 Other seed fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender
plants so they produced no grain. 8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they
sprouted, grew, and produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times
as much as had been planted!” 9 Then he said, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen
and understand.”

10 Later, when Jesus was alone with the twelve disciples and with the others who were
gathered around, they asked him what the parables meant.

11 He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secret of the Kingdom of God. But

| use parables for everything | say to outsiders, 12 so that the Scriptures might be
fulfilled:

‘When they see what | do,
they will learn nothing.

When they hear what | say,
they will not understand.

Otherwise, they will turn to me
and be forgiven.””

13 Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how
will you understand all the other parables? 14 The farmer plants seed by taking God’s
word to others. 15 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the
message, only to have Satan come at once and take it away. 16 The seed on the rocky
soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy. 17 But
since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they
have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 18 The seed that fell among
the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, 19 but all too quickly the message
is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other
things, so no fruit is produced. 20 And the seed that fell on good soil represents those
who hear and accept God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a
hundred times as much as had been planted!”



Personal Bible Study - Mark 4:1-20

Read Mark 4:1-2 - Jesus told an amazing number of stories. Depending on how you define the
word parable and how many of his teachings should be included in that word, Jesus told
somewhere between 35 and 60 parables. Jesus truly believed that stories can shape our hearts
and minds by grabbing our imaginations and telling us a valuable truth.

« When you read the stories of Jesus, how does that affect you?

« Paul says (in his letter to the Roman Christians, chapter 10, verse 17) that faith comes into
a person’s heart when they hear the stories of Jesus. Does that match your experiences?

Read Mark 4:3-9 - On its face, this doesn’t sound like a story about anything spiritual at all,
but of course Jesus isn’t really talking about farming. Jesus is talking about four different
responses to his teaching: a hard heart, a shallow heart, a distracted heart, and a fertile heart.
The question is: How much does Jesus' teaching actually change you, and how open is your
heart to God?

» When you know what he’s talking about, how does it change how you read it? What do you
see in Jesus short story?

+ Does this story make you look inward to assess the nature of your heart? What do you see
when you do?

Read Mark 4:10-12 - Jesus’s disciples don’t understand why their religious teacher is talking
about farming, so they ask him privately. What does he mean? Before Jesus answered them,
he explains why he tells them stories like these - they are riddles that are unbreakable to
people who don’t have the necessary ingredient: trusting faith in God. Without trusting Jesus,
the stories become perplexing, but to those who trust Jesus, they are wondrous truths that
make sense of life.

+ Why do you think some people refuse to learn from God, and others simply hear the word
but refuse to understand? What kind of heart would hear or see that work of God and still
reject him?

« How do you intend to avoid having a heart like that? What’s your strategy to turn and be
healed by Jesus?

Read Mark 4:13-20 - Jesus works his way through the parable a second time, this time
providing a way to understand it. By seed, what Jesus meant was the message that comes
from God about how to be at peace with God. By the path, Jesus means the kind of person
with a heart so hard that even a word from God himself cannot penetrate it; the devil comes
and takes it away from him. Rocky ground is a person whose heart is too concerned with what
people think and how people treat them; when things get hard, they give up. Thorns are people
who are distracted by this world - their hearts aren’t really interested in God’s kingdom; the
stuff of this life is more important to them. The good ground is a heart well cultivated and open
to the word of God; when they hear it, they respond, and their lives become full of the fruit of
God’s work in them.

« When you look at the first three kinds of hearts that Jesus describes, which one do you
think is the greatest danger to you?

« When you think about this story, what does it make you want to do so that you can
cultivate the kind of heart that is receptive to the word of God and the work of God in your
heart?



Marcos 4:1-20 - Parabola del sembrador

4 De nuevo comenzo Jesus a ensefiar a la orilla del lago. La multitud que se

reunio para verlo era tan grande que él subié a una barca en el lago y alli se
sentd, mientras toda la gente se quedaba en la orilla. 2 Entonces se puso a
ensefarles muchas cosas por medio de parabolas y, como parte de su
instruccion, les dijo: 3 «jPongan atencion! Un sembrador sali6 a

sembrar. 4 Sucedié que, al esparcir él las semillas, una parte cayd junto al
camino, llegaron los pajaros y se la comieron. 5 Otra parte cayo en terreno
pedregoso, sin mucha tierra. Esas semillas brotaron pronto porque la tierra no
era profunda; 6 pero cuando salio el sol, las plantas se marchitaron y por no
tener raiz se secaron. 7 Otra parte de las semillas cayd entre espinos que, al
crecer, ahogaron las plantas y no dieron fruto. 8 Pero las otras semillas cayeron
en buen terreno. Brotaron, crecieron y produjeron una cosecha que rindi6é hasta
treinta, sesenta y cien veces mas.

9 »El que tenga oidos para oir, que oiga», afadi6é Jesus.

10 Cuando se quedo solo, los doce y los que estaban alrededor de él hicieron
preguntas sobre las parabolas.

11 El contesto:

«A ustedes se les ha concedido conocer el misterio del reino de Dios; pero a los
de afuera todo les llega por medio de parabolas, 12 para que

»“por mucho que vean, no perciban;
por mucho que oigan, no entiendan;
Nno sea que se conviertan y sean perdonados”.

13 »¢No entienden esta parabola? —continud Jesus—. ;Cémo podran,
entonces, entender las demas? 14 El sembrador siembra la palabra. 15 Algunos
son como lo sembrado junto al camino, donde se siembra la palabra. Tan pronto
como la oyen, viene Satanas y les quita la palabra sembrada en ellos. 16 Otros
son como lo sembrado en terreno pedregoso: cuando oyen la palabra, de
inmediato la reciben con alegria, 17 pero como no tienen raiz, duran poco
tiempo. Cuando surgen problemas o persecucion a causa de la palabra,
enseguida se apartan de ella. 18 Otros son como lo sembrado entre espinos:
oyen la palabra, 19 pero las preocupaciones de esta vida, el engano de las
riquezas y muchos otros malos deseos entran hasta ahogar la palabra, de modo
que esta no llega a dar fruto. 20 Pero otros son como lo sembrado en buen
terreno: oyen la palabra, la aceptan y producen una cosecha que rinde treinta,
sesenta y hasta cien veces mas».



Estudio biblico personal — Marcos 4:1-20

Lean Marcos 4:1-2 — JesuUs contd una cantidad asombrosa de historias. Dependiendo de
cémo se defina la palabra "parabola" y de cuantas ensefianzas se incluyan bajo ese nombre,
Jesus contd entre 35 y 60 parabolas. Jesus de verdad creia que las historias pueden moldear
nuestro corazdn y nuestra mente, porque capturan nuestra imaginacién y nos ensefian una
verdad valiosa.

«  ;Como te afecta leer las historias que contd Jesus?

» Pablo dice, en su carta a los cristianos de Roma (capitulo 10, versiculo 17), que la fe
entra al corazoén de una persona cuando escucha las historias de Jesus. ¢ Esto coincide
con tu propia experiencia?

Lean Marcos 4:3-9 — A primera vista, esta historia no parece tener nada que ver con lo
espiritual, pero por supuesto que Jesus no esta hablando realmente de agricultura. Jesus
habla de cuatro formas diferentes de responder a su ensefianza: un corazén duro, un corazén
superficial, un corazon distraido y un corazon fértil. La pregunta es: j,cuanto te cambia
realmente la ensefianza de Jesus, y qué tan abierto esta tu corazon a Dios?

e Ahora que sabes de qué habla Jesus, ¢cdmo cambia eso la forma en que lees esta
historia corta? ¢Qué ves en ella?

»  ;Esta historia te hace mirar hacia adentro para examinar como es tu corazén? ;Qué
encuentras cuando lo haces?

Lean Marcos 4:10-12 - Los discipulos de JesUs no entienden por qué su maestro religioso
esta hablando de agricultura, asi que le preguntan en privado. ¢ Qué quiere decir? Antes de
responder, Jesus les explica por qué cuenta historias como estas: son enigmas imposibles de
descifrar para quienes no tienen el ingrediente necesario, que es la fe y la confianza en Dios.
Sin confiar en Jesus, las historias se vuelven confusas, pero para quienes si confian en él, son
verdades maravillosas que le dan sentido a la vida.

» ¢ Por qué crees que algunas personas se niegan a aprender de Dios, y otras
simplemente escuchan la palabra pero se niegan a entenderla? ;Qué clase de corazén
podria ver la obra de Dios y aun asi rechazarlo?

» ¢ Como piensas evitar tener un corazon asi? ¢Cual es tu plan para volverte a Dios y ser
sanado por Jesus?

Lean Marcos 4:13-20 - Jesus vuelve a explicar la parabola, esta vez dandoles una forma de
entenderla. Con la semilla, JesUs se refiere al mensaje que viene de Dios sobre como estar en
paz con él. Con el camino, Jesus se refiere a la persona con un corazén tan duro que ni
siquiera una palabra de Dios mismo puede penetrarlo; el diablo llega y se la quita. El terreno
rocoso es la persona cuyo corazén esta demasiado preocupado por lo que piensan y dicen los
demas; cuando las cosas se ponen dificiles, se rinde. Los espinos son las personas distraidas
por este mundo; su corazén en realidad no esta interesado en el reino de Dios, porque las
cosas de esta vida les importan mas. La buena tierra es un corazén bien cultivado y abierto a
la palabra de Dios; cuando la escuchan, responden, y sus vidas se llenan del fruto de la obra
de Dios en ellos.

. De los primeros tres tipos de corazén que describe Jesus, ¢cual crees que representa el
mayor peligro para ti?

» Al pensar en esta historia, ¢qué te dan ganas de hacer para cultivar el tipo de corazén
que recibe bien la palabra de Dios y la obra de Dios en tu corazén?
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