John 21:1-19 - Breakfast on the Beach

21 Later, Jesus appeared again to the disciples beside the Sea of Galilee. This is how it

happened. 2 Several of the disciples were there—Simon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed the
Twin), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples.

3 Simon Peter said, “I’'m going fishing.”
“We’ll come, too,” they all said. So they went out in the boat, but they caught nothing all night.

4 At dawn Jesus was standing on the beach, but the disciples couldn’t see who he was. 5 He
called out, “Fellows, have you caught any fish?”

“No,” they replied.

6 Then he said, “Throw out your net on the right-hand side of the boat, and you’ll get
some!” So they did, and they couldn’t haul in the net because there were so many fish in it.

7 Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it
was the Lord, he put on his tunic (for he had stripped for work), jumped into the water, and
headed to shore. 8 The others stayed with the boat and pulled the loaded net to the shore, for
they were only about a hundred yards from shore. 9 When they got there, they found breakfast
waiting for them—fish cooking over a charcoal fire, and some bread.

10 “Bring some of the fish you’ve just caught,” Jesus said. 11 So Simon Peter went aboard
and dragged the net to the shore. There were 153 large fish, and yet the net hadn’t torn.

12 “Now come and have some breakfast!” Jesus said. None of the disciples dared to ask him,
“Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Then Jesus served them the bread and the
fish. 14 This was the third time Jesus had appeared to his disciples since he had been raised
from the dead.

15 After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?”

“Yes, Lord,” Peter replied, “you know | love you.”

“Then feed my lambs,” Jesus told him.

16 Jesus repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
“Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know | love you.”

“Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said.

17 A third time he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”

Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. He said, “Lord, you know everything.
You know that | love you.”

Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep.

18 “| tell you the truth, when you were young, you were able to do as you liked; you dressed
yourself and went wherever you wanted to go. But when you are old, you will stretch out your
hands, and others will dress you and take you where you don’t want to go.” 19 Jesus said this
to let him know by what kind of death he would glorify God. Then Jesus told him, “Follow me.”



Personal Bible Study - John 21:1-19

Read John 21:1-5 - Peter’s statement that he was going fishing isn’t about recreation; it’s a
decision to return to the job he had before he was called by Jesus. He knows that Jesus is
preparing him for something great, but he doesn’t feel worthy of it. Their lack of success at
fishing that night must have felt like a rejection by God, but it wasn’t. Jesus comes to them
with the plan of calling them back out of the work they were failing at into the work he has
planned for them.

- Have you ever felt like you let God down? How did you deal with it?

. Has God ever shown up when you were feeling bad about yourself and lifted you out of the
trap of your sorrows?

Read John 21:6-14 - The moment Peter hears the words, “It’s the Lord,” he abandons the
boats and heads for shore. Even though he feels like he’s failed Jesus, all he wants is to be
with Jesus. The other disciples have the hard task of hauling in the fish, and then they all get to
shore to find Jesus waiting for them with a meal prepared. He’s not scolding them for
abandoning the job he worked so hard to train them to do. Jesus will have to deal with what is
driving Peter to fishing, but first he just loves them. He even includes their efforts, having them
bring some of the fish they had just caught to add to the meal. Then he personally serves them.
Jesus cooked for them and gave them food to eat for breakfast after a night that they had
spent rejecting his work.

- Has Jesus ever surprised you by how willing he is to take people back if they want to come
back to him? Has he ever welcomed you back when you didn’t think he’d take you?

. Sometimes, we don’t do this as well for each other. Have you ever felt like you needed to
take care of a problem before you could extend kindness? Jesus doesn’t do that, but
shows kindness first and then deals with problems. Why do you suppose that Jesus’s way
might work better?

Read John 21:15-17 - The thing that drove Peter away from his calling to ministry and into
fishing was the fact that he had failed Jesus. While Jesus was on trial, when Jesus really could
have used a friend to stand up for him, Peter denied three times that he even knew Jesus. Now
Jesus asks three times about Peter’s love for Jesus. Jesus causes Peter pain here, but it isn’t
to harm him. Jesus only causes hurt so that he can heal. Peter needs to face what he did, but
also to face a deeper truth: even though he failed dreadfully, he hadn’t stopped loving Jesus.
Jesus knew a truth that Peter had forgotten: at the center of his heart, Peter was Jesus’s
person and would be for the rest of his life.

- Have you ever felt Jesus probing in your heart in the very place you wish he would leave
you alone? Has he ever brought into your mind your failures? Why do you think he does
this? What does this story tell you about why he might be doing this to you?

. Do you think you could ever fail so profoundly that Jesus wouldn’t take you back?

Read John 21:1819 - Jesus uses cryptic language to tell Peter something amazing and
dreadful: Peter can expect to be killed because he is a follower of Jesus. Imagine living the rest
of your life with the certainty that someday you would be executed for your faith. That might
cast a shadow over you, but it also would have a kind of freedom. Peter could live with a kind
of wrecklesness of devotion from that point on, because he no longer needed to worry about
protecting himself. He knew those efforts would be pointless. Instead, he could simply do what
Christ expected of him. So Jesus, who had already been to a cross and died there, can tell
him: follow me. It would be okay because God raises the dead. Just follow.

. If you knew it might get you killed, would you follow Jesus anyway? Would following Jesus
be worth it?



Juan 21:1-19 - Jesus y la pesca milagrosa

21 Después de esto JesUs se aparecié de nuevo a sus discipulos, junto al lago de

Tiberiades. Sucedié de esta manera: 2 Estaban juntos Simén Pedro, Tomas, al que apodaban
el Gemelo, Natanael, el de Cana de Galilea, los hijos de Zebedeo y otros dos discipulos.

3 —Me voy a pescar —dijo Simén Pedro.

—Nos vamos contigo —contestaron ellos.

Salieron, pues, de alli y se embarcaron, pero esa noche no pescaron nada.

4 Al despuntar el alba, Jesus se hizo presente en la orilla, pero los discipulos no se dieron
cuenta de que era él.

5 —Muchachos, tienen algo de comer? —pregunto Jesus.

—No —respondieron ellos.

6 Entonces Jesus dijo:

—Tiren la red a la derecha de la barca y pescaran algo.

Asi lo hicieron y era tal la cantidad de pescados que ya no podian sacar la red.

7 —iEs el Sefor! —dijo a Pedro el discipulo a quien Jesus amaba.

Tan pronto como Simén Pedro le oyo decir: «Es el Sefior», se puso la ropa, pues estaba
semidesnudo, y se tir6 al agua. 8 Los otros discipulos lo siguieron en la barca, arrastrando la
red llena de pescados, pues estaban a escasos cien metros de la playa. 9 Al desembarcar,
vieron unas brasas con un pescado encima y un pan.

10 —Traigan algunos de los pescados que acaban de sacar —dijo Jesus.

11 Simon Pedro subid a bordo y arrastré hasta la playa la red, la cual estaba llena de pescados
de buen tamafo. Eran ciento cincuenta y tres, pero a pesar de ser tantos la red no se rompio.
12 —Vengan a desayunar —dijo Jesus.

Ninguno de los discipulos se atrevia a preguntarle: «;Quién eres tu?», porque sabian que era el
Sefior. 13 Jesus se acerco, tomd el pan y se lo dio a ellos e hizo lo mismo con el

pescado. 14 Esta fue la tercera vez que Jesus se apareci6 a sus discipulos después de haber
resucitado.

15 Cuando terminaron de desayunar, Jesus preguntd a Simon Pedro:

—Simén, hijo de Juan, ;me amas mas que estos?

—Si, Sefior, tU sabes que te quiero —contest6 Pedro.

— Apacienta mis corderos —dijo Jesus.

16 Y volvid a preguntarle:

—Simédn, hijo de Juan, ;me amas?

Pedro respondio6:

—Si, Sefior, tu sabes que te quiero.

Y Jesus le dijo:

—Cuida de mis ovejas.

17 Por tercera vez JesUs pregunto:

—Simon, hijo de Juan, {me quieres?

A Pedro le dolié que por tercera vez Jesus le hubiera preguntado: «¢Me quieres?». Asi que
dijo:

—Sefior, tu lo sabes todo; tu sabes que te quiero.

—Apacienta mis ovejas —dijo Jesus—. 18 Cuando eras mas joven te vestias tuU mismo e ibas
adonde querias. Pero te aseguro que cuando seas viejo, extenderas las manos y otro te vestira
y te llevara adonde no quieras ir.

19 Esto dijo JesuUs para dar a entender la clase de muerte con que Pedro glorificaria a Dios.
Después de eso, afiadid



Estudio biblico personal - Juan 21:1-19

Lean Juan 21:1-5 — Cuando Pedro dice que se va a pescar, no se trata de un pasatiempo. Es
una decision de volver al trabajo que tenia antes de que Jesus lo llamara. Pedro sabe que
Jesus lo esta preparando para algo grande, pero no se siente digno de eso. Esa noche no
logran pescar nada, y eso debid sentirse como un rechazo de Dios, pero no lo era. Jesus llega
con un plan: sacarlos del trabajo en el que estan fallando y llevarlos de vuelta al trabajo que él
tiene planeado para ellos.

*  ¢Alguna vez sentiste que le habias fallado a Dios? ;Coémo lo manejaste?

»  ¢Alguna vez Dios aparecio justo cuando te sentias mal contigo mismo, y te sacé de la
trampa de tu tristeza?

Lean Juan 21:6-14 - En el momento en que Pedro escucha las palabras "Es el Sefior",
abandona la barca y se dirige a la orilla. Aunque siente que le fallé a Jesus, lo Unico que quiere
es estar con él. Los otros discipulos tienen la tarea dificil de traer la pesca, y cuando todos
llegan a la orilla, encuentran a Jesus esperandolos con una comida ya preparada. Jesus no los
regafa por haber abandonado el trabajo que tanto se esforzd en ensefarles. Mas tarde tendra
que hablar con Pedro sobre lo que lo llevo a volver a pescar, pero primero, simplemente los
ama. Incluso incluye lo que ellos hicieron, pidiéndoles que traigan parte del pescado que
acababan de atrapar para agregarlo a la comida. Luego los sirve personalmente. Jesus cocind
para ellos y les dio de comer un desayuno, después de una noche entera en la que habian
rechazado su llamado.

«  ¢Alguna vez te sorprendid lo dispuesto que esta JesUs a recibir de nuevo a alguien que
quiere volver a él? ;Alguna vez te recibié de vuelta cuando no creias que lo haria?

e Aveces no somos tan buenos haciendo esto los unos con los otros. ¢Alguna vez
sentiste que primero debias resolver un problema antes de poder mostrar amabilidad?
Jesus no hace eso: primero muestra amabilidad, y después trata los problemas. ¢Por
qué crees que la manera de Jesus podria funcionar mejor?

Lean Juan 21:15-17 - Lo que alej6é a Pedro de su llamado al ministerio y lo llevé de vuelta a la
pesca fue el hecho de haberle fallado a Jesus. Mientras JesUs estaba siendo juzgado, en el
momento en que mas necesitaba un amigo que lo defendiera, Pedro nego tres veces que
siquiera lo conocia. Ahora Jesus le pregunta tres veces sobre su amor por él. JesUs le causa
dolor a Pedro aqui, pero no para hacerle dafno. Jesus solo causa dolor para poder sanar. Pedro
necesita enfrentar lo que hizo, pero también necesita enfrentar una verdad mas profunda:
aunque fallé terriblemente, nunca dejé de amar a Jesus. Jesus sabia una verdad que Pedro
habia olvidado: en el centro de su corazén, Pedro le pertenecia a Jesus, y asi seria por el resto
de su vida.

»  ¢Alguna vez sentiste a Jesus tocando tu corazdn justo en el lugar donde deseabas que
te dejara en paz? ;Alguna vez trajo a tu mente tus fracasos? ¢Por qué crees que hace
esto? ¢Qué te dice esta historia sobre por qué podria estar haciéndote esto a ti?

«  ;Crees que podrias fallar tan profundamente que Jesus no te recibiria de vuelta?

Lean Juan 21:18-19 - JesUs usa un lenguaje misterioso para decirle a Pedro algo asombroso
y terrible al mismo tiempo: Pedro puede esperar morir por ser seguidor de Jesus. Imagina vivir
el resto de tu vida con la certeza de que algun dia te matarian por tu fe. Eso podria proyectar
una sombra sobre ti, pero también traeria una clase de libertad. A partir de ese momento,
Pedro podia vivir con una devocién sin miedo, porque ya no necesitaba preocuparse por
protegerse a si mismo. Sabia que esos esfuerzos serian inttiles. En cambio, podia
simplemente hacer lo que Cristo esperaba de él. Por eso Jesus, quien ya habia ido a una cruz
y habia muerto alli, le puede decir: sigueme. Todo estaria bien, porque Dios resucita a los
muertos. Solo sigue.

«  Sisupieras que podria costarte la vida, ¢seguirias a Jesus de todas formas? ¢Valdria la
pena seguirlo?
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