John 8:1-11 - The Woman Caught in Adultery

8:1 Jesus returned to the Mount of Olives, 2 but early the next
morning he was back again at the Temple. A crowd soon
gathered, and he sat down and taught them. 3 As he was
speaking, the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees brought
a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery. They put
her in front of the crowd.

4 “Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught in the act
of adultery. 5 The law of Moses says to stone her. What do you
say?”

6 They were trying to trap him into saying something they could
use against him, but Jesus stooped down and wrote in the dust
with his finger. 7 They kept demanding an answer, so he stood up
again and said, “All right, but let the one who has never sinned
throw the first stone!” 8 Then he stooped down again and wrote in
the dust.

9 When the accusers heard this, they slipped away one by one,
beginning with the oldest, until only Jesus was left in the middle of
the crowd with the woman. 10 Then Jesus stood up again and
said to the woman, “Where are your accusers? Didn’t even one of
them condemn you?”

11 “No, Lord,” she said.

And Jesus said, “Neither do I. Go and sin no more.”



Personal Bible Study - John 8:1-11

Read John 8:1-4 - In these verses, we get two very different pictures of religious gatherings;
what we could think about as two very different pictures of church. In the first two verses, you
see what church looks like when Jesus is in the middle of it - people are peacefully gathered
and learning. In verses 3-4, you see what church looks like when people reject the ways of
Jesus - it’s hostile, loaded with accusation, and willing to humiliate people because of their sins.
The woman dragged before this crowd is not unique in that she’s a sinner; she’s just the only
one being accused by the group.

- Have you ever been part of a church that had Jesus in the center? What was it like to be
part of a peaceable gathering of people who loved each other and loved Jesus? Were you
well received and loved?

- Have you ever been part of a church that ignored Jesus’s ways? How were you treated
there? How were you encouraged to behave?

« Some people have never found a real church - they’ve only been in churches that accuse
and attack people. It tends to make people afraid to participate in church life. Do you think
the possibility of being part of a church like the first one is worth the risk of encountering a
church like the second one?

Read John 8:5 - The goal these people have is to set a trap for Jesus. If he says that they
should stone the woman to death, they can run to the Roman authorities and accuse Jesus of
encouraging the death penalty. The Romans didn’t allow anyone but themselves to execute
people, and they would kill Jesus for doing that. On the other hand, if Jesus lets the woman go,
then they can accuse him of ignoring the law of Moses. Either way, they have destroyed Jesus.
It’s important to notice this about the trap - either way, the woman'’s life is ruined, and maybe
she gets killed. But they didn’t care. All of this is motivated by a corrupted understanding of their
religion. Religion that ignores God can make a person very wicked.

- Can you imagine a group of religious people treating someone as if their lives don’t matter?
Has it ever seemed to you that you didn’t matter to religious people?

- Are religious people who treat people this way on Jesus side, or are they his enemies?

Read John 8:6-8 - The atmosphere is tense: accusations are flying, and the poor woman is
there humiliated and ashamed. Jesus slows everything down. Rather than argue with them,
defend or accuse the woman, or anything else like that, he kneels down and begins to write on
the ground. We have no idea what he wrote, but it slows things down. Then he makes his
judgment - only an innocent person can condemn her. Then he returns to his slowing behavior.

- When a situation is tense and full of high emotion, does your presence tend to make things
better or worse? Do you slow things down, or do you make things more intense? Do you
help people think clearly, or do you intensify the emotional atmosphere?

Read John 8:1-5 - The attacking religous people give up - they know that the point Jesus has
made has made their trap irrelevant. When they are gone, Jesus does what that crowd did not
do - cares about and for the woman. He helps her face her sin, and tells her she’s not
condemned.

- If you were there, how quickly would you have dropped your rocks and walked away?

« How good do you think it would be to hear from Jesus that you are not condemned? What
would you be willing to do to hear this? What did this woman do to hear it?



Juan 8:1-11 - la mujer sorprendida en adulterio

1 pero Jesus se fue al monte de los Olivos. 2 Al amanecer se
presentd de nuevo en el Templo. Toda la gente se le acerco, y él
se sentd a ensenarles. 3 Entonces, los maestros de la Ley y los
fariseos llevaron a una mujer sorprendida en adulterio v,
poniéndola en medio del grupo, 4 dijeron a Jesus:

—Maestro, a esta mujer se le ha sorprendido en el acto mismo de
adulterio. 5 En la Ley Moisés nos orden0 apedrear a tales
mujeres. ¢ Tu qué dices?

6 Con esta pregunta le estaban tendiendo una trampa, para tener
de qué acusarlo. Pero Jesus se inclind y con el dedo comenzo a
escribir en el suelo. 7Y como ellos lo acosaban a preguntas,
Jesus se incorporo y les dijo:

—Aquel de ustedes que esté libre de pecado, que tire la primera
piedra.

8 E inclinandose de nuevo, siguid escribiendo en el suelo. 9 Al oir
esto, se fueron retirando uno tras otro, comenzando por los mas
viejos, hasta dejar a Jesus solo con la mujer, que aun seguia

alli. 10 Entonces él se incorporé y le pregunto:

—Mujer, ;donde estan?a ¢, Ya nadie te condena?
11 —Nadie, Senor.
Jesus dijo:

—Tampoco yo te condeno. Ahora vete, y no vuelvas a pecar.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Juan%208%3A1-11&version=NVI#fes-NVI-26392a

Estudio Biblico Personal - Juan 8:1-11

Lee Juan 8:1-4 — En estos versiculos vemos dos imagenes muy diferentes de reuniones
religiosas; podriamos pensar en dos formas muy distintas de iglesia. En los primeros dos
versiculos, vemos cdmo es la iglesia cuando Jesus esta en el centro: las personas estan
reunidas en paz y aprendiendo. En los versiculos 3-4, vemos cdmo es la iglesia cuando la
gente rechaza el camino de Jesus: es un ambiente hostil, lleno de acusaciones, y dispuesto a
humillar a las personas por sus pecados. La mujer que traen a la fuerza delante del grupo no
es especial porque sea pecadora; simplemente es la Unica a la que estan acusando.

- ¢Alguna vez has sido parte de una iglesia donde Jesus estaba en el centro? ;Como era
estar en un grupo pacifico de personas que se amaban entre si y amaban a Jesus? ;Te
recibieron bien? ¢ Te sentiste amado?

. ¢Alguna vez has sido parte de una iglesia que ignoraba el camino de Jesus? ;Cémo te
trataron alli? ; Como te animaban a comportarte?

« Algunas personas nunca han encontrado una iglesia verdadera; solo han estado en iglesias
que acusan y atacan a la gente. Esto hace que muchos tengan miedo de participar en la
vida de la iglesia. ¢ Crees que vale la pena arriesgarse a encontrar una iglesia como la
primera, aunque exista la posibilidad de encontrar una como la segunda?

Lee Juan 8:5 - El objetivo de estas personas es ponerle una trampa a Jesus. Si él dice que
deben apedrear a la mujer, pueden ir con las autoridades romanas y acusarlo de promover la
pena de muerte. Los romanos no permitian que nadie mas ejecutara a las personas, y podrian
matar a Jesus por eso. Por otro lado, si JesUs deja ir a la mujer, pueden acusarlo de ignorar la
ley de Moisés. De cualquier manera, creen que han destruido a Jesus. Es importante notar
algo sobre esta trampa: en cualquier caso, la vida de la mujer queda arruinada, y tal vez hasta
la maten. Pero eso no les importa. Todo esto viene de una comprensién corrupta de su
religién. Una religién que ignora a Dios puede hacer que una persona sea muy malvada.

+ ¢Puedes imaginar a un grupo de personas religiosas tratando a alguien como si su vida no
importara? ;Alguna vez has sentido que no le importabas a personas religiosas?

- ¢Las personas religiosas que tratan asi a los demas estan del lado de Jesus, o son sus
enemigos?

Lee Juan 8:6-8 — El ambiente esta tenso: vuelan las acusaciones, y la mujer esta alli humillada
y avergonzada. Jesus calma la situacion. En lugar de discutir con ellos, defender o acusar a la
mujer, o hacer algo parecido, se agacha y comienza a escribir en el suelo. No sabemos qué
escribid, pero esto hace que todo se calme. Luego da su juicio: solo una persona sin pecado
puede condenarla. Después vuelve a su actitud tranquila.

- Cuando una situacion es tensa y llena de emociones fuertes, ¢tu presencia ayuda a
mejorar las cosas o las empeora? ;Calmas la situacion o la haces mas intensa? ¢Ayudas a
las personas a pensar con claridad, o aumentas la emocion del momento?

Lee Juan 8:9-11 - Las personas religiosas que acusaban se van; saben que lo que Jesus dijo
hizo indtil su trampa. Cuando se han ido, Jesus hace lo que ellos no hicieron: se preocupa por
la mujer. La ayuda a enfrentar su pecado y le dice que no esta condenada.

- Si hubieras estado alli, ;qué tan rapido habrias soltado tus piedras y te habrias ido?

« ¢Qué tan bueno crees que seria escuchar de Jesus que no estas condenado? ;Qué
estarias dispuesto a hacer para escuchar esto? ;Qué hizo esta mujer para oirlo?
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