Luke 19:1-10 - Jesus and Zacchaeus

19 Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the

town. 2 There was a man there named Zacchaeus. He
was the chief tax collector in the region, and he had
become very rich. 3 He tried to get a look at Jesus, but he
was too short to see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead
and climbed a sycamore-fig tree beside the road, for
Jesus was going to pass that way.

5 When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and
called him by name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come
down! | must be a guest in your home today.”

6 Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his
house in great excitement and joy. 7 But the people were
displeased. “He has gone to be the guest of a notorious
sinner,” they grumbled.

8 Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said,
“I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and if | have
cheated people on their taxes, | will give them back four
times as much!”

9 Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to this home
today, for this man has shown himself to be a true son of
Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and save
those who are lost.”



Personal Bible Study - Luke 19:1-10

Read Luke 19:1-2 - Luke tells us a story that happened in Jericho, which was a city that was
never supposed to be rebuilt after its destruction (see Joshua 6:26). It was rebuilt in defiance of
God’s will. In this unacceptable, cursed city, Luke tells us about an unacceptable, wealthy man.
Zacchaeus had earned his riches by oppressing his own people. He was a tax collector, and he
didn’t even collect taxes for their own country, but for the nation that had invaded them and
taken control of them. He would have been known by everyone and hated by all. So this story
is about an unacceptable man in an unacceptable city. You don’t find a person who is more of
an outsider than this man.

- Think about the ‘good, decent, and respectable’ people in society. How do you think they
treated Zacchaeus? Do you think that Zacchaeus knew he was an outsider?

- Have you ever felt like an outsider? Have you ever been treated badly by people who
thought of themselves as ‘good, decent, and respectable?’

Read Luke 19:3-4 - The crowd isn’t going to move out of the way or include Zacchaeus. He
was a short man, and he couldn’t see over the crowd. Zacchaeus, however, was determined to
see Jesus and was willing to do whatever it took. When it came to his part, he wasn’t going to
allow any barrier to stand in his way. Grown men did not climb trees in the ancient world
because it would cost them their dignity and honor. Zacchaeus weighed those things as less
important than seeing Jesus.

- What is standing in your way of searching for Jesus? What kinds of things keep you from
paying attention to him?

- What are you willing to do to get to Jesus? Are you as determined to find him as
Zacchaeus was? Are you willing to do whatever it takes to be with Jesus?

Read Luke 19:5 - When Jesus sees Zacchaeus’s desire for him, Jesus takes the initiative.
Zacchaeus just wanted a glimpse of Jesus; Jesus invites himself into Zacchaeus’s life.

. Is the way Jesus wants to be with Zacchaeus, the ultimate outsider, surprising to you? If
Jesus chose a person like Zacchaeus, do you think that Jesus would choose to spend time
with you?

- Have you ever experienced God inviting Himself into your life? How did you respond?

Read Luke 19:6-7 - There are two very different responses to Jesus’s desire to be with
Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus is overjoyed by the surprise. The ‘good, decent, and respectable’
people in the town grumble about Jesus’s choices.

. If the ‘good, decent, and respectable’ people in town were grumbling about the decisions
that the Son of God made, were they actually ‘good, decent, or respectable’? If | disagree
with God, who is wrong: God or me?

- Have you ever known the joy of being chosen, accepted, and loved by God? Do you think
this could happen to you?

Read Luke 19:8-10 - Zacchaeus's time with Jesus results in Zacchaeus showing real signs of
a changed life: He abandons riches for the sake of justice and tries to make the lives better of
those that he had hurt. Jesus uses this unacceptable man as an example of his mission - to
bring salvation to those who are lost and to draw in people whose lives had caused them to
become outsiders. He came to seek out and to save those who are lost.

- How does Jesus’s mission apply to your life? What does he want to do with/for you?

- How would your life become different if you welcomed Jesus into your heart and mind?
What about you would change if Jesus were the Lord of your life?



Lucas 19:1-10 - Zaqueo, el recaudador de impuestos

19 Jests llegb a Jericd y comenzd a cruzar la

ciudad. 2 Resulta que habia alli un hombre llamado
Zaqueo, jefe de los recaudadores de impuestos, que era
rico. 3 Estaba tratando de ver quién era Jesus, pero la
multitud se lo impedia, pues era de baja estatura. 4 Por
eso se adelantd corriendo y se subid a un arbol sicomoro
para poder verlo, ya que Jesus iba a pasar por alli.

5 Llegando al lugar, Jesus mir6 hacia arriba y le dijo:

—Zaqueo, baja enseguida. Tengo que quedarme hoy en
tu casa.

6 Asi que se apresur0 a bajar y, muy contento, recibi6 a
Jesus en su casa.

7 Al ver esto, todos empezaron a murmurar: «Ha ido a
hospedarse con un pecador».

8 Pero Zaqueo dijo resueltamente:

—Mira, Senfor, ahora mismo voy a dar a los pobres la
mitad de mis bienes y si en algo he defraudado a alguien,
le devolveré cuatro veces la cantidad que sea.

9 —Hoy ha llegado la salvacion a esta casa —le dijo
Jesus—, ya que este también es hijo de

Abraham. 10 Porque el Hijo del hombre vino a buscary a
salvar lo que se habia perdido.



Estudio Biblico Personal - Lucas 19:1-10

Lee Lucas 19:1-2 — Lucas nos cuenta una historia que ocurrié en Jeric, una ciudad que nunca debia
haber sido reconstruida después de su destruccion (ver Josué 6:26). Fue reconstruida en desafio a la
voluntad de Dios. En esta ciudad inaceptable y bajo maldicion, Lucas nos habla de un hombre rico e
inaceptable. Zaqueo habia obtenido sus riquezas oprimiendo a su propio pueblo. Era cobrador de
impuestos, y ni siquiera cobraba impuestos para su propia nacién, sino para el imperio que los habia
invadido y dominado. Todos lo conocian y todos lo odiaban. Asi que esta es la historia de un hombre
inaceptable en una ciudad inaceptable. Dificilmente se puede encontrar a alguien mas rechazado que
este hombre.

- Piensa en las personas “buenas, decentes y respetables” de la sociedad. ;Cdémo crees que
trataban a Zaqueo? ¢ Crees que Zaqueo sabia que era un rechazado?

- ¢Alguna vez te has sentido rechazado o como alguien de afuera? ¢ Alguna vez has sido maltratado
por personas que se consideraban “buenas, decentes y respetables”?

Lee Lucas 19:3-4 — La multitud no iba a hacerse a un lado ni a incluir a Zaqueo. El era un hombre
pequefio y no podia ver por encima de la gente. Sin embargo, Zaqueo estaba decidido a ver a Jesus y
estaba dispuesto a hacer lo que fuera necesario. De su parte, no iba a permitir que ningun obstaculo le
impidiera acercarse. En el mundo antiguo, los hombres adultos no trepaban arboles, porque eso les
hacia perder dignidad y honor. Pero Zagueo consider6 esas cosas menos importantes que ver a Jesus.

- ¢Qué esta impidiendo que busques a Jesus? ;Qué cosas te distraen o te alejan de poner atencién
en EI?

¢ Qué estas dispuesto a hacer para acercarte a Jesus? ¢ Tienes la misma determinacion que tenia
Zaqueo? ;Estas dispuesto a hacer lo que sea necesario para estar con Jesus?

Lee Lucas 19:5 — Cuando Jesus ve el deseo que Zaqueo tiene de verlo, Jesls toma la iniciativa. Zaqueo
solo queria ver a JesUs de lejos; JesUs se invita a si mismo a entrar en la vida de Zaqueo.

¢ Te sorprende la manera en que JesUs quiere estar con Zaqueo, alguien tan rechazado por los
demas? Si JesUs escogid a una persona como Zaqueo, jcrees que también escogeria pasar
tiempo contigo?

- ¢Alguna vez has sentido que Dios se ha acercado e invitado a entrar en tu vida? Cémo
respondiste?

Lee Lucas 19:6-7 — Hay dos respuestas muy diferentes al deseo de JesuUs de estar con Zaqueo. Zaqueo
se llena de alegria por la sorpresa. Pero las personas “buenas, decentes y respetables” del pueblo se
quejan de las decisiones de Jesus.

- Silas personas “buenas, decentes y respetables” estaban criticando las decisiones del Hijo de
Dios, ¢realmente eran “buenas, decentes y respetables”? Si yo estoy en desacuerdo con Dios,
¢quién esta equivocado: Dios o yo?

- ¢Alguna vez has conocido la alegria de ser escogido, aceptado y amado por Dios? ¢Crees que
esto podria sucederte a ti?

Lee Lucas 19:8-10 - El tiempo que Zaqueo pasa con Jesus produce sefales reales de una vida
transformada: abandona su amor por las riquezas para hacer justicia y trata de reparar el dafio que hizo
a las personas que habia lastimado. JesUs usa a este hombre inaceptable como ejemplo de su misién:
traer salvacion a los que estan perdidos y acercar a las personas cuya vida los habia convertido en
rechazados. El vino a buscar y salvar a los perdidos.

- ¢Cdmo se aplica la misiéon de Jesus a tu vida? ¢Qué quiere hacer Jesus en ti y por ti?

- ¢Como cambiaria tu vida si recibieras a JesUs en tu corazén y en tu mente? ;Qué cambiaria en ti si
Jesus fuera el Sefior de tu vida?



