Matthew 15:21-28 - The Faith of a Canaanite Woman

21 Then Jesus left Galilee and went north to the region of Tyre
and Sidon. 22 A Canaanite woman who lived there came to him,
pleading, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! For my
daughter is possessed by a demon that torments her severely.”

23 But Jesus gave her no reply, not even a word. Then his
disciples urged him to send her away. “Tell her to go away,” they
said. “She is bothering us with all her begging.”

24 Then Jesus said to the woman, “l was sent only to help God’s
lost sheep—the people of Israel.”

25 But she came and worshiped him, pleading again, “Lord, help
me!”

26 Jesus responded, “It isn’t right to take food from the children
and throw it to the dogs.”

27 She replied, “That’s true, Lord, but even dogs are allowed to
eat the scraps that fall beneath their masters’ table.”

28 “Dear woman,” Jesus said to her, “your faith is great. Your
request is granted.” And her daughter was instantly healed.



Personal Bible Study - Matthew 15:21-28

This encounter takes place between Jesus and what Matthew describes as a Canaanite
woman. The nationality ‘Canaanite’ is a very ancient enemy of the people of God. After God set
them free from slavery in Egypt, he sent them to war against the descendants of Canaan
because of their evil practices. This woman is a descendant of very evil people, and the first
people to hear this story would have expected her to be a villain.

If you read the whole chapter of Matthew 15, Jesus disciples are being called out for being
defiled and impure: eating the wrong things and breaking traditions. Then comes this woman
who, like them, is easy to accuse of being defiled and impure. The disciples are watching how
Jesus treats her, but the disciples probably wanted to treat her the same way as their accusers
had just treated them. Jesus will use this interaction to train his disciples away from that kind of
thinking. At first, Jesus will behave just like every other Jewish person would behave toward
her. Once her faithful nature is revealed, though, he will show his disciples another way to treat
people.

Read Matthew 15:21-22. The region of Tyre and Sidon was not heavily populated with God’s
people, but had a reputation as a place hostile to God. The idea that a person who lived in that
region would be dealing with evil spirits wouldn’t have been terribly surprising. And the fact
that it was a Canaanite woman who was dealing with this trouble might have stirred a feeling of
smug satisfaction. Her cry to Jesus shows two things: 1) she knows who Jesus is, and 2) she
believes Jesus can help her.

- Have you ever been in real spiritual trouble - plagued by sin, attacked by the devil and his
ilk? Have you wondered if God had rejected you? What does this woman'’s life say to you?

- Have you ever found yourself looking down on someone or treating a person with contempt
when that person was in need? Have you ever been treated that way when you were in
need? What is that like?

Read Matthew 15:23-26. Jesus disciples don’t look good in this story; they behave badly. A
person is in need, and they have seen Jesus deal with this kind of trouble a few times now.
Rather than hoping Jesus will help her, they complain about her and want her to go away.
Jesus is behaving strangely in this story, too; it’s very out of character for him to ignore
someone, and twice he tells her things that can be summarized as, ‘No.’ Through it all, the
woman begs for help; she knows Jesus can help her, and he’s the only one who can.

- Have you ever been rejected by those who thought of themselves as God’s people because
of who you were? How does that feel?

. The failure of the apostles here doesn’t mean they aren’t people of God - it means they are
the people of God who are behaving badly. How does it help to be patient with Christians
who struggle if you have a category like ‘godly person behaving in an ungodly way’?

. If Jesus doesn’t answer you right away, or the way that you want him to answer you, do
you give up? Keep asking? Assume there’s something wrong with you? What does this
story tell you about that?

Read Matthew 15:27-28. The woman’s response shows that even if there is a difference in
status between her and the people of God, she shouldn’t be seen as having no status. God
wouldn’t see it that way. Jesus agrees with her, tells her that she is a very faithful person, and
grants her request for deliverance from the demon.

- Do you think that the kind of faith you have can make a difference in whether your prayers
are answered or not? How do you think that works?

- Do you think Jesus always intended to be good to this woman? Did the way he dealt with
her challenge the disciples, who just wanted to send her away?



Mateo 15:21-28 - La fe de la mujer cananea

21 Partiendo de alli, Jesus se retir6 a la region de Tiro y
Siddon. 22 De esa region salid a su encuentro una mujer cananea
gritando:

—iSefor, Hijo de David, ten compasion de mi! Mi hija sufre
terriblemente por estar endemoniada.

23 Jesus no respondid ni una palabra. Asi que sus discipulos se
acercaron a él y le rogaron:

—Despidela, porque viene detras de nosotros gritando.

24 —No fui enviado sino a las ovejas perdidas del pueblo de
Israel —contestd Jesus.

25 La mujer se acerco y arrodillandose delante de él, suplico:
—jSenor, ayudame!
26 El respondio:

—No esta bien quitarles el pan a los hijos y echarselo a los
perros.

27 —Si, Senor —respondid la mujer—, pero hasta los perros
comen las migajas que caen de la mesa de sus amos.

28 —jMujer, qué grande es tu fe! —contestd Jesus—. Que se
cumpla lo que quieres.

Y desde ese mismo momento quedod sana su hija.



Estudio Biblico Personal - Mateo 15:21-28

Este encuentro ocurre entre Jesus y una mujer que Mateo describe como cananea. El pueblo
cananeo habia sido un enemigo muy antiguo del pueblo de Dios. Después de que Dios libero a
Israel de la esclavitud en Egipto, los envio a luchar contra los descendientes de Canaan por
causa de sus practicas malvadas. Esta mujer descendia de un pueblo muy malo, y las
primeras personas que escucharon esta historia probablemente esperaban que ella fuera la
villana.

Si lees todo el capitulo 15 de Mateo, veras que los discipulos de Jesus estaban siendo
acusados de estar contaminados e impuros: comer cosas incorrectas y romper tradiciones
religiosas. Luego aparece esta mujer, quien también era facil de considerar impura y
contaminada. Los discipulos observaban cémo Jesus la trataba, pero probablemente querian
tratarla de la misma manera en que sus acusadores los habian tratado a ellos. JesUs usara
esta situacién para ensefarles a pensar de otra manera. Al principio, Jesus actuard como
cualquier otra persona judia habria actuado con ella. Pero cuando la fe de la mujer quede
clara, Jesus mostrara a sus discipulos otra manera de tratar a las personas.

Lee Mateo 15:21-22. La region de Tiro y Sidén no estaba llena del pueblo de Dios; tenia fama
de ser un lugar contrario a Dios. La idea de que alguien de esa region estuviera atormentado
por espiritus malos no habria sorprendido mucho a la gente. Y el hecho de que fuera una
mujer cananea la que sufria este problema quizas hizo que algunos sintieran cierta satisfaccion
orgullosa. Pero su clamor a JesUs muestra dos cosas: 1) ella sabe quién es Jesus, y 2) cree
que JesUs puede ayudarla.

«+ ¢Alguna vez has estado en una verdadera lucha espiritual — atormentado por el pecado,
atacado por el diablo y sus fuerzas? ¢Has sentido que Dios te habia rechazado? ;Qué te
dice la vida de esta mujer?

«+ ¢Alguna vez has mirado a alguien con desprecio o tratado mal a una persona necesitada?
¢ Alguna vez te han tratado asi cuando tu estabas necesitado? ;Cdémo se siente eso?

Lee Mateo 15:23-26. Los discipulos de Jesus no se ven bien en esta historia; se comportan
mal. Hay una persona necesitada, y ellos ya habian visto varias veces a Jesus ayudar en
situaciones asi. Pero en vez de esperar que Jesus la ayudara, se quejan de ella y quieren que
se vaya. JesUs también actia de una manera extrafia en esta historia; no es normal en él
ignorar a alguien, y dos veces le dice cosas que basicamente significan: “No”. Aun asi, la
mujer sigue rogando por ayuda; ella sabe que Jesus puede ayudarla, y que él es el Unico que
puede hacerlo.

» ¢Alguna vez has sido rechazado por personas que se consideraban el pueblo de Dios por

causa de quién eres? ;Como se siente eso?

- El fracaso de los apéstoles aqui no significa que no fueran pueblo de Dios; significa que
eran personas de Dios comportandose mal. ;Cémo te ayuda tener paciencia con cristianos
que luchan y fallan, si entiendes que una persona piadosa todavia puede actuar de manera
impia?

- Si JesUs no te responde enseguida, o no responde de la manera que tu quieres, te
rindes? ¢Sigues pidiendo? ¢ Piensas que hay algo malo contigo? ¢Qué te ensefia esta
historia sobre eso?

Lee Mateo 15:27-28. La respuesta de la mujer muestra que, aunque exista una diferencia
entre ella y el pueblo de Dios, eso no significa que no tenga valor. Dios no la veia asi. Jesus
esta de acuerdo con ella, le dice que tiene una fe muy grande, y concede su peticién de liberar
a su hija del demonio.

. ¢Crees que la clase de fe que una persona tiene puede influir en si sus oraciones son
respondidas o no? ;Cémo crees que funciona eso?

- ¢ Crees que Jesus siempre tuvo la intencién de mostrar bondad a esta mujer? ¢La manera
en que tratd con ella desafié a los discipulos, que solamente querian despedirla?



