Luke 17:11-19 - Ten Healed of Leprosy

11 As Jesus continued on toward Jerusalem, he
reached the border between Galilee and

Samaria. 12 As he entered a village there, ten men
with leprosy stood at a distance, 13 crying out,
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

14 He looked at them and said, “Go show
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they
were cleansed of their leprosy.

15 One of them, when he saw that he was healed,
came back to Jesus, shouting, “Praise God!” 16 He
fell to the ground at Jesus’ feet, thanking him for
what he had done. This man was a Samatritan.

17 Jesus asked, “Didn’t | heal ten men? Where are
the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give glory
to God except this foreigner?” 19 And Jesus said to
the man, “Stand up and go. Your faith has healed
you.”



Personal Bible Study - Luke 17:11-19

Read Luke 17:11-13 - These verses don’t hit a modern reader the way they would have hit an
ancient Jewish reader. The people who lived in Samaria hated Jewish people, and Jewish
people hated them right back. Leprosy was a dreadful disease that people feared, and the law
of God commanded that lepers stay far away from others. The lepers in this story would be
considered untouchable and unacceptable, both because of the disease and because of the
town where they lived. This is a story about outsiders who are just about as far outside the
acceptable society as they could be. From this outsider/alienated place, they cried out to
Jesus for mercy and healing.

- What do you think it would be like to live in a village surrounded by a country full of people
who hated you?

- How important is it to notice that these people cried out to Jesus rather than anyone else?
They did not seek help from Jesus’s followers, but from Jesus. Why is that important?

. Are you familiar with what it’s like to be an outsider?

Read Luke 17:14 - Jesus sends them away. That’s unlikely to be a surprise to these men -
they are used to being told to go away. But he also sends them somewhere specific and with a
purpose. If a leper thought his leprosy was going away, the law said that he needed to have his
health checked by a priest to see if he could reenter society. By sending them there, Jesus is
sending them away, yes, but he’s also sending them to a place of hope. This must have been a
strange experience - being told to go away, but also being given hope. It must have been a bit
confusing and difficult to know how to feel.

- Have you ever asked anyone for help and had them tell you to go away? How did it make
you feel? If you were sent somewhere else that might help you, would that be better or
worse?

. Do you think it would be disappointing to ask for help and be told to go away? If you know
that a priest is someone who has to check you out before you can reenter society, what
would it mean to you to be sent there?

Read Luke 17:15-16 - As they were going to the priest, they were healed of their leprosy. Just
one of them, when he saw that he was healed, went back to say thanks. It’s important to notice
that he was still an outsider because he was a Samaritan. He had just been healed by a man
whose people hated him. It would have been hard to go back alone to face this man who might
not be kind ot him. But this man’s heart was such that he had to do the hard thing. Praising
God, he returned to thank Jesus for what he had done for him.

. This guy knew the right thing to do, and he did it. Do you know what it’s like to know the
right thing to do, but you don’t want to do it?

- What does it feel like to refuse to do the right thing when you know you should do it? What
does it feel like to do the right thing even when you don’t want to do it?

Read Luke 17:17-19 - These questions that Jesus asks are seeking information, as if he does
not know the answer. What Jesus is doing is highlighting the truth that only one of the men did
the right thing, and it was the one most people would not have expected to do the right thing.
Sometimes, people will disappoint you with bad behavior, but sometimes they will surprise you
with good acts. Jesus makes it clear that the leper’s faith has healed him

- Do you think you would have been with one of the 9 who left without saying thanks, or with
the one guy who did the right thing?

- What needs to happen in your life so that you make the right choices?



Lucas 17:11-19 - Jesus sana a diez enfermos de la piel

11 Un dia, siguiendo su viaje a Jerusalén, Jesus pasaba por
Samaria y Galilea. 12 Cuando estaba por entrar en un pueblo,
salieron a su encuentro diez hombres que tenian enferma la piel.
Como se habian quedado a cierta distancia, 13 gritaron:

—jJesus, Maestro, ten compasion de nosotros!

14 Al verlos, les dijo:

—Vayan a presentarse a los sacerdotes.

Resulté que, mientras iban de camino, quedaron limpios.

15 Uno de ellos, al verse ya sano, regresé alabando a Dios a
grandes voces. 16 Cayo rostro en tierra a los pies de Jesus y le
dio las gracias, no obstante que era samaritano.

17 — ¢ Acaso no quedaron limpios los diez? —pregunt6 Jesus
—. ¢,Donde estan los otros nueve? 18 ;No hubo ninguno que
regresara a dar gloria a Dios, excepto este

extranjero? 19 Levantate y vete —dijo al hombre—; tu fe te ha
sanado.



Estudio Biblico Personal - Lucas 17:11-19

Lee Lucas 17:11-13 - Estos versiculos no impactan a un lector moderno de la misma manera
que impactaban a un lector judio de la antigliedad. Los samaritanos odiaban a los judios, y los
judios también odiaban a los samaritanos. La lepra era una enfermedad terrible que la gente
temia mucho, y la ley de Dios mandaba que los leprosos se mantuvieran lejos de los demas.
Los leprosos de esta historia eran considerados intocables e inaceptables, tanto por su
enfermedad como por el lugar donde vivian. Esta es una historia sobre personas rechazadas,
que estaban tan alejadas de la sociedad aceptada como era posible. Desde esa situacion de
rechazo y aislamiento, clamaron a JesUs por misericordia y sanidad.

« ¢ Como crees que seria vivir en un pueblo rodeado por personas que te odian?

«  ¢Qué tan importante es notar que estas personas clamaron a Jesus y no a otra
persona? No buscaron ayuda de los seguidores de Jesus, sino de Jesus mismo. ¢ Por
qué es importante eso?

;Sabes lo que es sentirse rechazado o excluido?

Lee Lucas 17:14 — JesuUs los envia lejos. Probablemente eso no sorprendié a estos hombres,
porque estaban acostumbrados a que les dijeran que se alejaran. Pero Jesus también los
envia a un lugar especifico y con un propésito. La ley decia que, si un leproso creia que habia
sido sanado, debia ser examinado por un sacerdote para determinar si podia volver a la
sociedad. Al enviarlos alli, Jesus si los esta enviando lejos, pero también los esta enviando
hacia la esperanza. Debid haber sido una experiencia extrafia: que te dijeran que te fueras,
pero al mismo tiempo te dieran esperanza. Seguramente fue dificil saber como sentirse.

«  ¢Alguna vez le has pedido ayuda a alguien y te ha dicho que te vayas? ;Como te hizo
sentir?

»  Site enviaran a otro lugar donde podrian ayudarte, ¢seria mejor o peor?
» ;Crees que seria decepcionante pedir ayuda y que te dijeran que te fueras?

»  Sisabes que el sacerdote es quien debe examinarte antes de que puedas volver a la
sociedad, ;qué significaria para ti que te enviaran alli?

Lee Lucas 17:15-16 — Mientras iban camino al sacerdote, fueron sanados de la lepra. Pero
solo uno de ellos, al darse cuenta de que habia sido sanado, regreso para dar gracias.

Es importante notar que este hombre seguia siendo un rechazado porque era samaritano.
Acababa de ser sanado por un hombre perteneciente a un pueblo que odiaba al suyo. Debid
haber sido dificil regresar solo para encontrarse con alguien que quizas no fuera amable con
él. Pero este hombre tenia un corazén dispuesto a hacer lo correcto, aunque fuera dificil.
Alabando a Dios, regresé para agradecerle a Jesus por lo que habia hecho por él.

«  Este hombre sabia cual era la accion correcta y la hizo. ¢ Sabes lo que es conocer lo
correcto, pero no querer hacerlo?

«  ;Como te sientes cuando decides no hacer lo correcto, aunque sabes que deberias
hacerlo?

«  ;Como te sientes cuando haces lo correcto aun cuando no tienes ganas?

Lee Lucas 17:17-19 - Las preguntas que JesuUs hace parecen buscar informacién, como si no
conociera la respuesta. Pero en realidad, JesUs esté resaltando una verdad: solo uno de los
hombres hizo lo correcto, y fue precisamente el que la mayoria de las personas no habria
esperado. A veces las personas te decepcionaran con malas acciones, pero otras veces te
sorprenderan con buenas obras. Jesus deja claro que la fe de este leproso fue lo que lo sand.

«  ;Crees que habrias sido uno de los nueve que se fueron sin dar gracias, o el Unico que
regresé para hacer lo correcto?

*  ¢Qué necesita suceder en tu vida para que tomes las decisiones correctas?



